A Publication Of Saint James United Methodist Church
Sarasota, Florida

Volume XXVIII, Issue 9 December 2008
Bringing Christ to people, by Bringing people to Christ.

“life interrupted ”

This most exciting season of the year is here! It's Advent and
Christmas time! Advent is the time BEFORE Christmas intended
for us to intentionally prepare for the “Christ Event” of Christmas.
Any major, significant experience in life requires tremendous
preparation and the season of Advent helps us be ready, most
appropriately, for Christmas. There are four Sundays of Advent
which will lead us to the Christ Event celebrated on Christmas
Eve during our celebration services! The exhilarating experiences
of worship will engage each of us with the Spirit of Christ during
this culmination of the preparation. Christmas Eve services will
be phenomenal opportunities to share the message God sends IN Christ!
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THIS year it seems there is a tremendous amount of fear, turmoil, worry, and panic in our communities,
culture, society, and our lives. We are all anticipating “change” and pray for the new direction we discover to be
positive, right? As believers in Christ, members of the Body of Christ — the Church — we do carry the privilege
and opportunity of God’s message within us that NEEDS TO BE PROCLAIMED strongly this season! The
“change” needed is the one created by God in our hearts and the transformation Christ does in us, as we
receive Him into our lives and allow HIS leadership in our hearts!

At the time of Mary and Joseph, years ago, God interrupted their lives with a message and a plan that
changed their lives forever! Still today, God interrupts our lives with His message and plan; this season is OUR
time to share the story in ‘real life’ for our community today! | invite you to engage this Advent season like never
before because God is doing something extremely creative through us at Saint James. These will be exciting
days and a critically essential time for us to REACH OUT into our community to tell HIS STORY of Christ
“interrupting our world” for a new change to affect all lives, positively and forever!! Our worship series is called:
“life interrupted.” We will learn about the interruption to Mary, Joseph, the
people of their time and to our time today! If there is ever a time for YOU TO
CONSIDER inviting a friend, someone you value as a friend or someone
asking questions about God, INVITE THEM TO WORSHP and particularly
consider inviting ALL to our Christmas Eve services. Those services will be
something you want to share with others and we will honor God with our
best, during these experiences! Mark your calendar NOW, don’t miss these
days of preparation, which will make the Christ Event of Christmas an “over
the top” encounter!

| got “goose bumps” already.....

“life interrupted” ... get ready for the ‘ride!’

Peace, kim <><
kim m joyner, senior pastor
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B{,’[I/gef" Operating Budget:
Received S 385,636.09
Budget Amount $ 436,195.50
Under Budget: -$

Building Fund:

Received: S 120,549.25
Budget Amount $ 124,841.70
Under Budget: -$ 4,292.45

50,557.71

The SOLOS will
have lunch at
Mamma
Onest

Italian

Restaurant, on
Monday, December 1%, The restaurant
is located at 8453 Cooper Creek Blvd.
We will meet there at 1pm.

Call Bette Pickett

Oct. 2008 105 10/12 10/19 10/26
All Services | 302 320 | UNITY | 290
7:45 am 32 30 35
9:10am 203 137 | 227 164
1llam 63 63 91

(OVENT
CHEDVLE

November 30"
Hanging of the Greens 4:00 pm
December 5
Christmas Caroling (visiting our shut-ins)
5:30 pm

Followed by Coffee, hot chocolate and snacks

December 20"
00One Quiet Night @:00pm

Musical Drama for the Entire Family

December 21
» 00ne Quiet Night 4:00pm

Musical Drama for the Entire Family

December 22"

Open House at t hé&:00pm

December 24"

Christmas Eve under the Stars 6:00 pm
Contemporary Engaging Experience of Christmas
Worship

Traditional Candlelight Service 8:00 pm

JACKIE YEAGER,

October 3, 1930 - November 22, 2008

MEMORIAL SERVICE WILL BE DECEMBER 6™ AT
2pm. ALL ARE WELCOME TO CELEBRATE HER
LIFE.

74

OUR CONDOLENCES TO HER o0

HUSBAND BILL AND ALL THE {
FAMILY. il
\

ner ¢
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To my 4008s

(You too Derek)

, 5008s

THANK YOU so much for sharing in the celebration of our new home. Thank you for the fun, food,
fellowship and the wonderful gifts. | am truly blessed to have you fabulous ladies in my life :)

Love, Lisa Collins

and Oh so fabul ous sisters:

A RECORD IS SET FOR I
OPERATION CHRISTMAS |
CHILDO 128 BOXES!
generosity is overwhelming and so |
appreciated by Grace Circle but more |
importantly by those 128 children that .
will have the opportunity to open those |

wonderful boxes!

shipping cost for them.

And thank you to the Grace Circle
elves that wrapped close to 70 boxes ,

and

So many of You * memory or in honor of someone, please fill out the form below and
shopped and filled the boxes to the

brim, others gave money so that we
could fill 27 boxes and donate the

o f &gp2¢ Operation
you Wtd Christmas Child
AR A PROJECT of SAMARITAN'S PURSE

who

contributed those boxes to wrap! A! In Honor OF:
special thank you to Ginger Smathers

who helped with shopping,
boxes and delivering them to the |

"elves" at Cornerstone Baptist for their *  # ordered: Remittance:
next step for delivery around the |

world. God Bless All of You!

-Carol Hatch, Leader Grace Circle

Your *®

fiIIing = In Memory Of:

Remember

I

This December,

That LOVE weighs more than gold!

-Josephine Dodge Daskam Bacon

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS

We are again decorating our sanctuary with
Christmas Poinsettias for the Christmas Eve
services.

If you wish to participate in this Christmas
tradition and order one or more poinsettias in

. Submit it to the church office or place in the offering plate. Each

I poinsettia will cost $8.00; make checks payable to Saint James UMC
"and indicate under fispeReaddieso il
. Sunaday, December 21 _*'
|

Name:

I Phone:

Cash $ Check #

|
| I | want to take my poinsettia(s) home.

| I | will take my poinsettia(s) to:

[
~
[

| want my poinsettia(s) to go to:

| (Name of shut-in)

|

. (Note: If you wish, you may take your
| poinsettia home after Christmas Eve
" evening service.)
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The Ditchfield Family
Singers are often
referred to as
Florida's version of
The Von Trapps. Led
by parents Stephen and
Bernice, the family includes
son, Nathanael and his wife
Regina, daughter
Stephanie, teen-aged sons
Michael and David, and
; three little grandsons:
. l B | |Andrew, Christopher and

y4 Slngcm | |last, but not least, Joshua.

Yindi endo XA The Chorus OfiTheKeys ecember 1th (Saturday)

Experience Sarasota’s favorite Christmas Tradition as one oj'Am.erica s most versatile [a{nil_l' Christmas Musical at 2pm?
ensembles present a wonderful montage of carols & holiday favorites that capture the spirit and
Joy of Christmas. Come join the Ditchfields and their special friends The Chorus Of The Keys Call ROSE 342-8254 or BEE
Jor an unforgettable evening that will warm your heart with the wonder of this glorious season. | | at 358-8906 to join Active

Christians Together (ACT)
for this performance!

THE ScHOLARSHIP CommiTTEEawarded another Scholarship in the Fall Awards period making <

: : . - ,,mamﬂ‘
a total of five awards given this year. Of course it is because of all of you who have c”-—l.‘:::’"
remembered the Scholarship Fund through your contributions over this past year. Our Annual ”
Campaign will be in March but we thank all of you who also remember the Fund all year by
celebrating your birthdays and anniversaries with a contribution towards sustaining our Fund. We know your
support has touched the hearts of our recipients to know their Church family is behind them.

. = m w == Christmas Gift Suggestions:

I — Attention!!

To your enemy, forgiveness.

& , Attention!!

. endntni "'L‘“\_\t) ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS To an opponent, tolerance.
AL 6O; ARE NOW FOR SALE IN THE To a friend, your heart.
X {D ' OFFICE FOR ONLY $30.00

v Have Mois, EACH. PLEASE HELP TO To a customer, service.

R, SUPPORT THE UNITED o all charit
METHODIST WOMEN AND 0 all, Charity.
® e OUR MISSION PROJECTS! To every child, a good example.

| .

To yourself, respect.”

-Oren Arnold
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Mike loved kids-all kids-and he knew them, having

An envelope Speaks OUtﬁ an coached little league football, baseball and lacrosse.
oafterd Chr i stTmass whgnt toer iypea for his

noon, | went to a local sporting goods store and bought an

ltds just a smal |l , w h i tassortmemtvoé Wresiling headgearcand shoesoamd) sent them
branches of our Christmas tree. No name, no identification,anonymously to the innercity church.

no inscription. It has peeked through the branches of our

On Christmas Eve, | placed the envelope on the tree, the
tree for the past 10 years or so.

note inside telling Mike what | had done and that this was his
It all began because my husband Mike hated Christ-gift from me. His smile was the brightest thing about Christ-
masd oh, not the true meaning of Christmas, but the com-mas that year and in succeeding years.
mercial aspects of id overspending, the frantic running
around at the last minute to get a
tie for Uncle Harry and the dust-
ing powder for Grandmasd the
gifts given in desperation becaus
you coul dnét tt
else.

For each Christmas, | followed the traditiond one year
sending a group of mentally handi-
capped youngsters to a hockey game,

True Christmas another year a check to a pair of elderly
brothers whose home had burned to the

, Spirit

\ 3

ground the week before Christmas, and
on and on.

Knowing he felt this way, |
decided one year to bypass th
usual shirts, sweaters, ties and s
forth. | reached for something spe-
cial just for Mike. The inspiration
came in an unusual way.

The envelope became the highlight
of our Christmas. It was always the last
thing opened on Christmas morning and
our children, ignoring their new toys,
would stand with wide-eyed anticipation
: as their dad lifted the envelope from the

Our son Kevin, who was 1z o, tree to reveal its contents. As the chil-
that year, was wrestling at the jun- e ” . dren grew, the toys gave way to more
ior level at the school he attended practical presents, but the envelope
and shortly before Christmas, never lost its allure.
there was a nonleague match
against a team sponsored by an innegity church, mostly
black. These youngsters, dressed in sneakers so ragged t

The story doesndt en
see, we lost Mike last year due to dreaded cancer. When
) . i ristmas rolled around, | was still so wrapped in grief that
shoestrings seemed to be the only thing hoIng t.hem. tol'barely got the tree up. But Christmas Eve found me placing
gether, presenteg a sharp contrasft to our boys |.n their Splffyan envelope on the tree, and in the morning, it was joined by
blue and gold uniforms and sparkling new wrestling shoes. three more. Each of our children, unbeknownst to the others,
As the match began, | was alarmed to see that the othdnad placed an envelope on the tree for their dad.

team was wrestling without headgear, a kind of light helmet The tradition has grown and someday will expand even

desig n_e d to protect a wrest Hurﬁugr QNﬁh O%radraﬁdchildreh stg’n%iﬁ;g a?ounld Yhd YrdeY the
tag team obviously could not afford. with wide-eyed anticipation waiting and watching their fa-

Well, we ended up walloping them. We took everyt her s take down the envelope. M
weight class. And as each of their boys got up from the matnas spirit, will always be with us. May we all remember
he swaggered around in his tatters with false bravado, a kindChrist, who is the reason for the season, and the true Christ-
of street pride that coul dn fasspaicttksryeandndeativgys. def eat .

Mi ke, seated beside me, s h eAoitkor unknavn head sadl vy, fil wi s h
just one of them could have wgipfqd)Soycd dahzhnatafl hbs Meay Ve 2 1
of potential, but losing like this could take the heart right out
of them. o
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UNI TED METHODI ST AMENG S CORNER

OMER QUESNEL, PRESIDENT; LEO MASUCCI, SECRETARY; JOHN HACKETT, TREASURER

;
%
g
%
§
s

Saturday November 22nd, the United
Methodist Men held one of their famous
pancake breakfasts. It was very well
attended, with 93 people having a very
good breakfast and fellowship. They
were served by Alva Howard, John
Gray, Bryan Bruce, John Hackett, Bob
Harper, Budd Sachs, Brandon White,
Jim Winding and Leo Masucci.

.. “Batter Up”!!
gl

SAINT JAMES UMC
UNITED METHODIST MEN MINISTRY

~NoveEMBER 22~ Niniige ey
JANUARY 10™H
MARCH 147H
BREAKFAST SERVED
FROM 8:00 AM — 11:00AM
$5.00 DONATION

HELP US TO SUPPORT OUR MISSIONS
AND
ENJOY A GREAT ALL YOU CAN EAT BREAKFAST

Our next pancake breakfast will be
January 10th from 8 am to 11
am. Breakfast is $5.00 and children 10
and under eats free! Please join us for a
fun time and a good breakfast and help
support our Mission projects!

GOURMET PANCAKES
(A SECRET FAMILY RECIPE - MOMMA MIA)

SCRAMBLED EGGS

(WE KEEP BREAKING THE YOKES)
BACON
SAUSAGE
FLORIDA ORANGE JUICE
COFFEE
AND
GREAT FELLOWSHIP 3
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THE YOUTH ARE SELLING DISCOUNT
CARDS FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES!

i [ e They sell for
Sl oz m,. ;:‘.,:ﬁ & |$10 each. You
gz | ooz e [ ‘|can geta
ﬁ_ W" variety of discounts at Subway, Living Word, Atlanta
Bread Company, McDonalds, Play It Again Sports and

nmrmnm | Tami” | pieie | ] ™ e | :
. - @ T Wﬂ———a— many, many.more. See any You'th memt?er outside after
L s SPORTS) | L] Sunday services, Wednesday night at Discovery, or

EAR PERCING, PRIOR 15% OFF A 96" OR

PUR., GIFT CARDS LARGER COOMIE 0% OFF TOTAL PUR. | RENT | MOVIE & GET 1 | §2 OFF A STANDARD

ssiencc | cuenmenen | o sesmon | e cooe ceme |2 o e os [ DJCK yOUrS up in the Church office. Help support our
S e el PITKCYOLTS AP T b SupP
PER DAY ONLY FAILURE TO COMPLY WIRLILES STATED MAY RESUL T IN CARD SEQURE NVFMING:C'M YOUTH by buylng yourS today!
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What are
those white
and gold
ornaments
on our
Christmas
Tree?
Each ornament is
a symbol taken
either from the

Bible or from
church  history.

They have come
to be known as
6 CHRI
and

are

traditionally and
intentionally
NEVER FOR SALE!

They are for
decoration and
may be given as
gifts. They are
HANDMADE, as a
special love
ministry.

ALPHA AND

OMEGA: The first
and last letter of
the Greek
alphabet which
signify that Jesus
is the beginning
and the end of all
things

S M OGddS Gover

(Revelations 1:8)

BELL: A bell
calling people to
worship
symbolized the
need of priority
for the things of
the
secular. In
general,
t h e
sounding

[ forth of

Word.

BIBLE,
OPEN; Symbolizes
the Word of God.

BUTTERFLY:
Symbol of the
resurrection and
eternal life. As
the butterfly
leaves the cocoon

and soars upward
with a new body,
so through Jesus

Christ are his
followers borne
to a new life.
CUP: A symbol of
the blood of
Christ and of the
sacrament of
Holy Communion.
CHI RHO: A

monogram of the

first 2 letter, Chi
(X) and Rho (P),
of the Greek
word from Christ.

Yy
-
%,
(7
3 i,
'/ )

b,
:

JOIN IN SOME OLD FASHIONED FUN!!!

An evening of Christmas Caroling,

Followed by Refreshments and Fellowship!

FRIDAY 12/5/08 at 5:30pm
Meet at the Church
We will travel to several locations!

What to Bring: Your smile!

Some baked goodies or hot
chocolate to share!!

LR

&
&
1\ISORED BY‘ .‘

: »
(|
*
.

(]

0

. .I JAMES YOUTHaam
’

"G‘ROUP ,

*

*

*

.
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~Birthdays & Anniversaries~

DECEMBER 2008

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
MaryAnn Morrison | Dottie Knight Susan Welch Elizabeth Katz
Dave Strait Betty Gaskill Stephanie Strait | Judy Shannon
Ron & Laura Lee
Harold & Dorothy| ~ John & Margaret Winkler Robert & Linda
Eady Hackett Mooréi 15 years!
Hal Turley Barb Ide Alisia Mora Vickie Bruce Barbara Davis
Paul McCurdy Shayne Williams
Chris Strait Dylan Ramsey
Russell & Dorothy
Hopkins
Kathy Clayton Rhonda Puhaly Elsie Payne Bryan Bruce
Leslie Pike Megan Jones
Jim Wilson
Jim & Linda Crous
Victoria Williams | Janet Wilson Linda Vanderpool
Travis Robert Joan Eidsvold ) Peg Hartley
Kristen Mosser Helen Laurie
Vera Bellanca
Chip & Sharon Ron Claunch John Hackett
Newberger
fi 40 years!
Rex & Jean
Harrison CHRISTMAS DA
28 29 30 3120ra Bankston January 2009
Chuck Headley | Cal Knight Bob Webb James & Dorothy SMTWTFS
Kathy Boley Ken Smathers Robbins 12 3
Darwin Bucy Bryan & Vickie 4 567 8910
Bruce 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Bill & Frances Doyle | Robert & Suzann 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
David & Donna Schumacher 25 26 27 28 29 30
Greenwood /
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UMW BUSINESS NOTES:

1 Executive Board Meetings of the UNITED
METHODIST WOMEN welcome anyone who
wishes to attend; contact Dorothy Hopkins
for information on the next scheduled

M meeting, probably in January.

1 February7", 6Dec the Tah ur m
Fund Raiser Extravaganza for the Year, will
be held. Each table (of 6-8 persons) is asked to come up with
| their own theme to decorate their table. Cost is $10 per person
~ per table. Please notify Sandy Toppen, chair, of your theme,
though you may keep it a secr ei377810h arEmailher s. Sandyd
sandytoppen@comcast.net.

T Al so during 6Dec the Tablesd® luncheon, there wi I | b
6genutsleydd i tems are being a pléu. Erteen Fag
suggested you all consider 1 WHOGAVE ﬂNTAAMEStUNIJERMETH(BD' ke
craft items, Valentineds Daly goodSTEHURCHFSNAME?day part
articles, etc. S5dzNRAYy3 (GKS b208YoSNI !|yai

1 Since UMW holds neither Bakes Sales, nor Garage Sales
anymore, each member is asked to give $25 each year so
we can meet our budget and fulfill our missions. Every
woman of Saint James UMC is considered a member of
UWM.

2009 Entertainment Books are available 9-4pm weekdays
from the Church office, or contact Dorothy Hopkins.

Nominations for UMW officers for 2009 were read by Joan
Melnick and were approved by the members present. Here are
your new officers:

PRESIDENT Dorothy Hopkins

VICE PRESIDENTf Judi Miller &

Salad & Sandwich Luncheon, our gugfshonor,
Jan Campbell, related how and why she chose
Saint James for our Church. She also spoke ofithe
very founding of Saint James UMC, as was instru-
mental in creating its core membership, and
served as the first organist. All the first members
of the congregation were asked to pray about the
name that should be given to this new Church.
Jan Campbell says she read frdgames 1: 118
G2 KIGS@SNJ Aa 3I22R 3

GKIFIG ¢S YA3IKG 0SS GKS
And she was also inspired to recommend Sain
James as the name because the given name of
their first pastor James (Jim) Reeher.

=]

LIS NA
TAL

JAN CAMPBELL AND FRIEND WARD
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Saturday
December 20"
7:00 pm
In the Sanctuary
and
Sunday
December 21
4:00 pm
In the Sanctuary

One Quief

Presented by

Saint James
United Methodist Church
Music and Drama Ministries

Come Early For
Complimentary
Holiday Treats

Saint James UMC

Directed by 2049 N Honore Ave
Tammy Elaine Butler Sarasota, FL
941-377-6180

Produced by
LaTerry Butler, Music Dir.
and Igniting Ministries

Open Admission
Free Will Offering at
Intermission
Seating is Limited

Friday
November 21st
was St James
Emmaus
Reunion
Growspo
monthly
meeting.

Photos by Leo Masucci

It was led by Flo Goldner. Music was led by Pastor Kim and
Flo. Devotion was given by Traci Thompson and the Fourth

ALV

Day talk was given by Virgil
Mumaw. A pot luck dinner was
shared before the presentations.

Anyone who has ever done
an Emmaus, Cursio, Crystallis or
Cairos Walk or anyone who has
any questions about the Walks
are welcome to our gatherings,
which are held on the third Friday of the month. Because of
Christmas, our next gathering will be on January 16th. Please
come for a fun evening.

LEESBURG WOMrr=e

RETREAT JANUARY 23 (. X,
-25, 2009 Thanks to NP AR,
those who have {* &

responded to the call to "V 1 /"
attend the coming || Y
Womends Retreat.
have a nice group already signed up
and still have plenty of room for more.
Wondt you consider ||]
wonderful time of sisterhood, and a
spiritually enriched weekend in a most
beautiful and serene setting. Also, if
you are already planning to go
PLEASE LET ME KNOW so that I can
coordinate you with the other Saint
James folks who are going. We
carpool so not everyone has to
drive. P.SéYou do no
member of Saint James in order to
join us at these Retreats. Have a
friend from another church or out of
town wishing to join you or us? Not a
Problem. Let me know. For more
details, concerns or just a question,
please call Margaret Hackett 952-
9132. Please leave a message with

5

W6

COUPLEGOS RETREAT AT

MARCH 13-15 & 20-22, 2009
I eagerly encourage al/l
Retreat even if you and/or spouse also are attending or

LEESBUR(

ca

have attended the respecti veg§
Retreats. If you cannot attend both the individual and
coupl eds retreats then choos

assure you it will be a time of togetherness and a
sPiRituailyyengaging experiencg for you both as you spend
time with each other in a truly holy place. If you have not
been to a Leesburg Retreat to enjoy the beauty and
serenity of the grounds, the lake that surrounds it and the
Spirit of God surrounding you dyou need to go.

Also, if you are already planning to go PLEASE LET
ME KNOW so that I can coordinate you with the other
Saint James folks who are going. We carpool so not
everyone has to drive unless you prefer to drive
yoyrselves imwhichi£gse Iyvould still appreciate
knowing who is going. P.Séy
member of St. James in order to join us at these
Retreats. Have friends from another church or out of
Couples’ Retreat LOWN Wishing to join you or us? Not a
Problem. Let me know. For more details or
just a question, please call Margaret
Hackett 952-9132. Please leave a
message and your phone # if | do not
answer.

fan)

upl

M
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Yuletlde

Enjoy the Christmas season with
these games, centered around the
theme of Jesus, our greatest gift.

JESUS’ BIRTH FROM A-Z
What you need: abe,
. Paper oo
. . ]
* Pencils or pens
* Bibles (optional)

What you do:

Instruct players to think ol as
many Christmas-relaced words
as they can thatstarcwich each
leteer of the alphaber. Start with
A ':ll_llj gi\ft‘ E\-’(:‘]'}/(JI'N'_‘ a1 ]'I'Iil"IL]l—.t'_‘ Ty
brainsctorm words for each letrer.
For example, M words include
manger, Mary and miracle.

If you gec stuck, look at the
Nariviry accounts in Matchew 1
and 2, and also Luke 2. Players
get a point for each word not
repeated by others.

PIN THE STAR ON THE
MANGER

What yvou need:
* Butcher paper, poster board
or plain \\1;_113131113_, paper

+ Markers, painc or crayons
= Consoruction paper stars
* Tape

= Blindfold

What you do:

On large paper, draw a picrare
of a stable. Give each plaver a
star curout. Puta small + above
the manger where the star led
the shepherds and wise men o
baby Jesus, Like in Pin the Tail
on the Donkey, the Blindfolded
person who puats his or her star
closest to the + wins.

The Story of Jesus’ Birth
Jesus’ birth is recorded m dhree New Testament chaprers: Marthew 1
and 2, and Luke 2. Follow some imporrant words abour our

Savior's birth by startng ac a word heqmnmg with the
letrer A and finishing wich a word srar rng wich the lerter Z.

drgens Bethiehem uir dhianee Prledn
-
th boar chind tisney K filsi
o . . o -
nory ry G Earih fanihers s
it HICKE urilLes tenue yuied i
Joscti Kiriz Lord anly Fiohicaus  shetierds
! ! i et - .
ke ot Bhaary iahi Jnigue diinus
[ : . .
LT TIize Lo WISE e wrin wilier
— e
TIns &
) , . , aved by L
ot nes: word  altiicnient  young i baby ..;.’T?'
I | | | ILul..(q Jeaus F, -*ﬂ.
ks- t “d b} 4 &%A -/"‘"-
P “

(susaf” pagien Aqeq STl AQ paacs) suot Pz “Funod IUIWRIy ‘U s uiEna
“ubrun ‘sSurpn ‘spaaydays snosayEi smb Soead Kjuo ag@iu Kiegy ‘pao Fuiy
‘ydasof ‘uur Koy A1opF sypop yareg Lauop PIyd WAYS[YIag S|SSTUT aamsuy

= The Christmas grump

Uncle Bill had the reputation of being a curmudgeon. He always seemed to have something
|.

G2 3INMHMzYof S

0 2 dzii @

/| KNRAGY!

At Qa
with a grain of salt.
hyS &SI

N3

az KAa e
Uncle Bill will put up aegativitya O

FTNASYRA

g KAt

S

Sy S

YR FI Y}

)\foé

> 2 dzy 3
|.

ySL
I

7\Y

NLSf I

UK)



ChurchBeat Page 13 December 2008

Celebrate Christmas HELP
Decorate your Christmas tree.
Ring a Christmas bell. THE ELF

Sing a joyful carol ADD
With a jubilant noel!
SOME

Light your Advent candle wreath. COLOR
Rejoice with friends on Earth.
Give thanks to God for sending Christ TO THE
In this, His Christmas birth. MITTEN

Share your joy of Christmas
And Godds bl essing®g
Celebrate Gododés Gr
Cel ebrate Goddés Ld
0 Peggy Ferrell, Prayers and Poems

OPEN HOUSE

OUR NEW CHURCH
PARSONAGE
MONDAY , DECEMBER 22"
5-8 PM
ALL ARE INVITED TO PASTOR
KIM & JOANIE JOYM

-
]
-
%}
-
%}
-
%}
-
“3
-
‘i
-
‘i
-
“h
-
]
-
%}
-
%}
-
%}
=
“3
=~
“h
-
‘i
-
“h
-
]
-
%}
-
%}
-
%}
=!
“3
-
‘i
-
“h
-
“h
-
]
-
%}
-
%}
-
%}
-
“3
-
‘i
-
‘i
-
“h
-
]
-
%3
-
%5
-
%}
-
“3
-
“h
-
“h

ADDRESS: 1292 FRASER PINE
BLVD., SARASOTA FL 34240

Bible Quiz o THE

BLGINING

s OF THE mmm

Which of the four Gospels be
gins with the following words:G u U D

G¢KS GSEIAVY)\"LWST
news of Jesus Christ, the Sorl
D2 Rd¢ o

A. Matthew LSUS
: (BT

D JOhn THE SON oF GOD"
. —

:

L e B X B e R R R R B X R B R R e R R e e B R B e R B e B R R X R e R R R ]
L o B S A L A S o S S S et
R T R R R R R R T R R 2 T B 2 B B 2 T 2 2 P ) 7 P ) B B 2 B 5 2 7)) 2h 2 ) 2h 2 20 7 2) 25 #h )

-

I L S L N L R s S L S S S S L s L L e e

B YL v ot e e

(ASYUN ‘T:T e\ 93S) g HJamsuy
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Connect, Commit, Build CommunitydJohAn Gray

AFor | know the plans | have for you, decl arles t

to give you hope and a futureléremiah 29:11

AS THE BODY OF CHRIST, Saint James has a wonderful opportunity to give hope and a future
L vl to families in need. Families now account for over 40% of the homeless and
are the fastest growing section of the homeless population. 4,121 students
enrolled in the Sarasota / Manatee County school system were identified as
being homeless in 2007. People often p
h o me | -@epgledon the street asking for change. Homeless Families are
- the Ainvisible homelessodo, living doubl
eventually leads to living in cars or worse. They struggle to make it on their own and hide in shame
or fear of losing their children.
Over the last few months | have been learning about a nonprofit organization called Family
Promise that works with local churches to give families temporary housing. Participating Churches
with facilities work as shelters and host families for one week then families move to another church
for 90 days. Shelter hours are from 5:30pm to 7:30am. Meals are provided with a packed lunch each
day. In the first week of the program a case manager will meet with the adults in the family to
discuss the family situation, and a case plan will be developed. The plan will indicate what actions
the adults are expected to take to obtain employment, services, and stable housing. A day center is
provided for laundry, job search, storage and transportation. Part of the agreed case is that 30% of
their income is required to go into a trust for future housing. If for any reason the agreement is
broken, the adults are asked to leave the program. The program has to be strict due to the amount
of families waiting to get into the program.
Family Promise has about an 80% success rate at getting families back on their feet.
Unfortunately sometimes it takes longer to find a job or issues finding affordable housing, which can
leave them with not enough money to obtain housing at the end of their 90 days. This is where Saint
James can step in and reach out.
We can help Families by allowing them to live in the Grimm House free for 90 days. This would
give them time to continue to save for housing while their children have a safe place to stay and go
to school. A case manager would still continue to follow up and families ™ P
would be asked to come to Saint James functions. We would operate - A .
:g»x

independent of Family Promise as the
A BINT JAMES FAMILY TRANSITION HOUSE. O
| am ready to CONNECT, | am CoMMITTED and | want to begin buildinga =
COMMUNITY. We, the body of Christ can touch, nurture and grow with four |

families per year. | believe through our love and talents we will build ’ /“\

relationships that will last a lifetime. Please join with me on a heroic =

journey that GOD has planned for us! %Familv Promisd
Coming soon we will have more details to share and opportunities on /,/\( of Sarasots, Inc.

how we can make this project a success. To learn more about Family
Promise, go to www.familypromisesarasota.org.
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Thank You, and You, and Especially You!
o“ o} LaTerry Butler, Director Music Ministries

While we are at the height of the holiday season in the
midst of pushing to get things done, pulling our weight to
contribute to the group effort and preparing for assorted holiday
festivities, it's easy to forget that this should be the time of year
when being gracious should come more naturally.

From this perspective, this gratefulness and appreciation
extends to those precious people who give of their time and
talent to enrich others through the gift of music ministry. These
volunteer singers, hand-bell players, actors and sacred dancers
(whether here year around or snowbirds just down for the
season) should know that their calling for assisting in the
rendering of Praise to The Most High is a special calling.

ONo person was ever

honored for what he
received. Honor has

been the reward for
what hefi gave

Now I’'m aware that when one begins to mention names, one Calvin Coolidge
is treading over thin ice because one is probably going to
inadvertently leave someone’s name out of the loop.

Nevertheless, while one could simply list names, it's more
enriching to define these individuals by the nuances of their
character along with the, sometimes, arduous circumstances in
their individual lives, which also adds to that character. The
examples are numerous across the Sanctuary Choir and the Life
Anchor Ensemble, along with the Hand-Bell Choir and Sacred
Dance Ministry.

As we pursue our goal to present to you and for your
edification one of the best Christmas musical presentations
attempted here at St. James UMC, (Please see notice
elsewhere in this newsletter), keep in mind that the individuals
involved are no different than anyone else, except that they i
decided to respond to that inaudible call to serve with what they ChT’]ST IS BOT‘D!
have to the best of their abilities.

Encore! Charitable IRA Legislation Passed

The Charitable IRA legislation is back for a repeat performance—d o n ' t mi ss this
chance opportunity to make tax-free gifts from your IRA! You may contribute funds this way if:
You are 70% or older. Other details about this gift option is found on a bulletin in the lobby.
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Special dates

Second Sunday of Advent, December 7
Third Sunday of Advent, December 14
Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 21
First day of winter, December 21
Christmas Eve, December 24
Christmas Day, December 25
New Year 6s Eve/ Watch
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The ChurchBeat is now
available Online

~ awdie WWW.SaiNtjamesumc.org

Saint James Worship Schedule

7:45 AM - Worship Service (HoLY COMMUNION First
Sunday of the Month and on Special Occasions)

9:10 AM - Life Anchor Praise

Service (HoLY COMMUNION

Every Sunday)

11 AM - Worship Service
(HoLy COMMUNION First
Sunday of the Month and on
Special Occasions)

9:10 AM + 10:55 AM -

Sunday School for All Ages

Ni ecember 31
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