
“life interrupted ” 

 This most exciting season of the year is here!  It‟s Advent and 

Christmas time! Advent is the time BEFORE Christmas intended 

for us to intentionally prepare for the “Christ Event” of Christmas. 

Any major, significant experience in life requires tremendous 

preparation and the season of Advent helps us be ready, most 

appropriately, for Christmas. There are four Sundays of Advent 

which will lead us to the Christ Event celebrated on Christmas 

Eve during our celebration services! The exhilarating experiences 

of worship will engage each of us with the Spirit of Christ during 

this culmination of the preparation. Christmas Eve services will 

be phenomenal opportunities to share the message God sends IN Christ! 

 THIS year it seems there is a tremendous amount of fear, turmoil, worry, and panic in our communities, 

culture, society, and our lives. We are all anticipating “change” and pray for the new direction we discover to be 

positive, right? As believers in Christ, members of the Body of Christ – the Church – we do carry the privilege 

and opportunity of God‟s message within us that NEEDS TO BE PROCLAIMED strongly this season! The 

“change” needed is the one created by God in our hearts and the transformation Christ does in us, as we 

receive Him into our lives and allow HIS leadership in our hearts! 

 At the time of Mary and Joseph, years ago, God interrupted their lives with a message and a plan that 

changed their lives forever! Still today, God interrupts our lives with His message and plan; this season is OUR 

time to share the story in „real life‟ for our community today! I invite you to engage this Advent season like never 

before because God is doing something extremely creative through us at Saint James. These will be exciting 

days and a critically essential time for us to REACH OUT into our community to tell HIS STORY of Christ 

“interrupting our world” for a new change to affect all lives, positively and forever!!  Our worship series is called: 

“life interrupted.”  We will learn about the interruption to Mary, Joseph, the 

people of their time and to our time today! If there is ever a time for YOU TO 

CONSIDER inviting a friend, someone you value as a friend or someone 

asking questions about God, INVITE THEM TO WORSHP and particularly 

consider inviting ALL to our Christmas Eve services. Those services will be 

something you want to share with others and we will honor God with our 

best, during these experiences! Mark your calendar NOW, don‟t miss these 

days of preparation, which will make the Christ Event of Christmas an “over 

the top” encounter!   

 I got “goose bumps” already….. 

“life interrupted” … get ready for the „ride!‟  

 Peace, kim <>< 
  kim m joyner,  senior pastor 

 

A Publication Of Saint James United Methodist Church 

Sarasota, Florida 

 Volume XXVIII, Issue 9 

Bringing Christ to people, by Bringing people to Christ. 

December  2008 



 

  ChurchBeat                                                        Page 2                                December 2008 

 October 2008   

 

Operating Budget:  

      

 Received        $       385,636.09 

           Budget Amount   $        436,195.50 

            Under Budget:  -$         50,557.71 

   

 Building Fund:   

 Received:           $        120,549.25 

 Budget Amount   $        124,841.70  

 Under Budget:   -$          4,292.45         

Oct. 2008 10/5 10/12 10/19 10/26 

All Services 302 320 UNITY 290 

7:45 am  32 30  35 

9:10am 203 137 227 164 

11am  63 63  91 

JACKIE YEAGER  

October 3, 1930  - November 22, 2008 

MEMORIAL SERVICE WILL BE DECEMBER 6TH AT 

2pm. ALL ARE WELCOME TO CELEBRATE HER 

LIFE. 

OUR CONDOLENCES TO HER 

HUSBAND BILL AND ALL THE 

FAMILY. 

The SOLOS will 

have lunch at 

Mamma 

Onesti’s, 

Italian 

Restaurant, on 

Monday, December 1st. The restaurant 

is located at 8453 Cooper Creek Blvd. 

We will meet there at 1pm. 

Call Bette Pickett  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
November 30th  
 Hanging of the Greens    4:00 pm 
 
December 5th 
 Christmas Caroling (visiting our shut-ins)   
    5:30 pm 
 Followed by Coffee, hot chocolate and snacks 

 
December 20th  
 òOne Quiet Nightó  7:00 pm 
 Musical Drama for the Entire Family 
 
December 21st 
 òOne Quiet Nightó  4:00 pm 
 Musical Drama for the Entire Family 

 
December 22nd 
 Open House at the Joynerõs   5:00 pm 
 
December 24th 
 Christmas Eve under the Stars  6:00 pm 
 Contemporary Engaging Experience of Christmas 
 Worship  

   

 Traditional Candlelight Service  8:00 pm 
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To my 40õs, 50õs and Oh so fabulous sisters: 

 THANK YOU so much for sharing in the celebration of our new home. Thank you for the fun, food, 

fellowship and the wonderful gifts. I am truly blessed to have you fabulous ladies in my life :)  

(You too Derek) 

       Love, Lisa Collins 

Remember 
This December,  

That LOVE weighs more than gold!  

-Josephine Dodge Daskam Bacon  

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

We are again decorating our sanctuary with 

Christmas Poinsettias for the Christmas  Eve 

services. 

  If you wish to participate in this Christmas 

tradition and order one or more poinsettias in 

memory or in honor of someone, please fill out the form below and 

submit it to the church office or place in the offering plate.  Each 

poinsettia will cost $8.00; make checks payable to Saint James UMC 

and indicate under ñspecialsò it is for poinsettias.    Deadline: 

Sunday, December 21 st     

                                                                                          (Name of shut-in) 

 

(Note: If you wish, you may take your  

poinsettia home after Christmas Eve  

evening service.) 

  Name:     

Phone:     

In Honor Of:     

In Memory Of:   

# Ordered:     Remittance:       

 Cash $    Check #     

Ǐ I want to take my poinsettia(s) home.  

Ǐ I will take my poinsettia(s) to:      

Ǐ I want my poinsettia(s) to go to:      

 A RECORD IS SET FOR 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS 
CHILDð 128 BOXES!  Your 

generosity is overwhelming and so 

appreciated by Grace Circle but more 

importantly by those 128 children that 

will have the opportunity to open those 

wonderful boxes! So many of you 

shopped and filled the boxes to the 

brim, others gave money so that we 

could fill 27 boxes and donate the 

shipping cost for them.  

 And thank you to the Grace Circle 

elves that wrapped close to 70 boxes 

a n d a l l 

o f 

y o u 

who 

contributed those boxes to wrap! A 

special thank you to Ginger Smathers 

who helped with shopping, filling 

boxes and delivering them to the 

"elves" at Cornerstone Baptist for their 

next step for delivery around the 

world. God Bless All of You! 

 -Carol Hatch, Leader Grace Circle  
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Attention!! 

Attention!! 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 

ARE NOW FOR SALE IN THE 

OFFICE FOR ONLY $30.00 

EACH.  PLEASE HELP TO 

SUPPORT THE UNITED 

METHODIST WOMEN AND 

OUR MISSION PROJECTS! 

The Ditchfield Family 

Singers are often 

referred to as 

Florida's version of 

The Von Trapps.    Led 

by parents Stephen and 

Bernice, the family includes 

son, Nathanael and his wife 

Regina, daughter 

Stephanie, teen-aged sons 

Michael and David, and 

three little grandsons: 

Andrew, Christopher and 

last, but not least, Joshua.   

--Interested in attending the 

December 13th (Saturday) 

Christmas Musical at 2pm? 

Call ROSE 342-8254  or BEE  

at 358-8906 to join Active 

Christians Together (ACT) 

for this performance! 

THE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE awarded another Scholarship in the Fall Awards period making 

a total of five awards given this year. Of course it is because of all of you who have 

remembered the Scholarship Fund through your contributions over this past year. Our Annual 

Campaign will be in March but we thank all of you who also remember the Fund all year by 

celebrating your birthdays and anniversaries with a contribution towards sustaining our Fund. We know your 

support has touched the hearts of our recipients to know their Church family is behind them.  

Christmas Gift Suggestions:   

To your enemy, forgiveness.  

To an opponent, tolerance.  

To a friend, your heart.  

To a customer, service.  

To all, charity.  

To every child, a good example.  

To yourself, respect."  

    -Oren Arnold  
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An envelope speaks outñan 

òafteró Christmas story  

Itôs just a small, white envelope stuck among the 

branches of our Christmas tree. No name, no identification, 

no inscription. It has peeked through the branches of our 

tree for the past 10 years or so. 

 It all began because my husband Mike hated Christ-

masðoh, not the true meaning of Christmas, but the com-

mercial aspects of itðoverspending, the frantic running 

around at the last minute to get a 

tie for Uncle Harry and the dust-

ing powder for Grandmasðthe 

gifts given in desperation because 

you couldnôt think of anything 

else. 

 Knowing he felt this way, I 

decided one year to bypass the 

usual shirts, sweaters, ties and so 

forth. I reached for something spe-

cial just for Mike. The inspiration 

came in an unusual way. 

 Our son Kevin, who was 12 

that year, was wrestling at the jun-

ior level at the school he attended; 

and shortly before Christmas, 

there was a non-league match 

against a team sponsored by an inner-city church, mostly 

black. These youngsters, dressed in sneakers so ragged that 

shoestrings seemed to be the only thing holding them to-

gether, presented a sharp contrast to our boys in their spiffy 

blue and gold uniforms and sparkling new wrestling shoes. 

 As the match began, I was alarmed to see that the other 

team was wrestling without headgear, a kind of light helmet 

designed to protect a wrestlerôs ears. It was a luxury the rag-

tag team obviously could not afford. 

 Well, we ended up walloping them. We took every 

weight class. And as each of their boys got up from the mat, 

he swaggered around in his tatters with false bravado, a kind 

of street pride that couldnôt acknowledge defeat. 

 Mike, seated beside me, shook his head sadly, ñI wish 

just one of them could have won,ò he said. ñThey have a lot 

of potential, but losing like this could take the heart right out 

of them.ò 

 Mike loved kids-all kids-and he knew them, having 

coached little league football, baseball and lacrosse. 

 Thatôs when the idea for his present came. That after-

noon, I went to a local sporting goods store and bought an 

assortment of wrestling headgear and shoes and sent them 

anonymously to the inner-city church. 

 On Christmas Eve, I placed the envelope on the tree, the 

note inside telling Mike what I had done and that this was his 

gift from me. His smile was the brightest thing about Christ-

mas that year and in succeeding years. 

 For each Christmas, I followed the traditionðone year 

sending a group of mentally handi-

capped youngsters to a hockey game, 

another year a check to a pair of elderly 

brothers whose home had burned to the 

ground the week before Christmas, and 

on and on. 

 The envelope became the highlight 

of our Christmas. It was always the last 

thing opened on Christmas morning and 

our children, ignoring their new toys, 

would stand with wide-eyed anticipation 

as their dad lifted the envelope from the 

tree to reveal its contents. As the chil-

dren grew, the toys gave way to more 

practical presents, but the envelope 

never lost its allure. 

 The story doesnôt end there. You 

see, we lost Mike last year due to dreaded cancer. When 

Christmas rolled around, I was still so wrapped in grief that 

I barely got the tree up. But Christmas Eve found me placing 

an envelope on the tree, and in the morning, it was joined by 

three more. Each of our children, unbeknownst to the others, 

had placed an envelope on the tree for their dad. 

 The tradition has grown and someday will expand even 

further with our grandchildren standing around the tree 

with wide-eyed anticipation waiting and watching their fa-

thers take down the envelope. Mikeôs spirit, like the Christ-

mas spirit, will always be with us. May we all remember 

Christ, who is the reason for the season, and the true Christ-

mas spirit this year and always.  

 -Author unknown  

 Contributed by Joyce VanZandt and Alice McElroy 
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UNITED METHODIST MENõS CORNERñ  
OMER QUESNEL, PRESIDENT; LEO MASUCCI, SECRETARY; JOHN HACKETT, TREASURER 

 

THE YOUTH ARE SELLING DISCOUNT 

CARDS FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES!  

 They sell for 

$10 each. You 

can get a 

variety of discounts at Subway, Living Word, Atlanta 

Bread Company, McDonalds, Play It Again Sports and 

many, many more! See any Youth member outside after 

Sunday services, Wednesday night at Discovery, or 

pick yours up in the Church office. Help support our 

YOUTH by buying yours today!  

   Saturday November 22nd, the United 

Methodist Men held one of their famous 

pancake breakfasts.  It was very well 

attended, with 93 people having a very 

good breakfast and fellowship.    They 

were served by Alva Howard, John 

Gray, Bryan Bruce, John Hackett, Bob 

Harper, Budd Sachs, Brandon White, 

Jim Winding and Leo Masucci. 

      Our next pancake breakfast will be 

January 10th from 8 am to 11 

am.  Breakfast is $5.00 and children 10 

and under eats free!  Please join us for a 

fun time and a good breakfast and help 

support our Mission projects! 
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What are 

those white 

and gold 

ornaments  

on our 

Christmas 

Tree? 

Each ornament is 

a symbol taken 

either from the 

Bible or from 

church history. 

They have come 

to be known as 

ôCHRISMONSõÊ 

a n d  a r e 

traditionally and 

i n t e n t i o n a l l y 

NEVER FOR SALE! 

They are for 

decoration and 

may be given as 

gifts. They are 

HANDMADE, as a 

spec ia l  love 

ministry. 

ALPHA AND 

OMEGA: The first 

and last letter of 

the Greek 

alphabet which 

signify that  Jesus 

is the beginning 

and the end of all 

things 

(Revelations 1:8) 

BELL: A bell 

calling people to 

w o r s h i p 

symbolized the 

need of priority 

for the things of 

God over the 

s e c u l a r .  I n 

general, 

t h e 

sounding 

forth of 

t h e 

Word. 

BIBLE, 

OPEN; Symbolizes 

the Word of God. 

B U T T E R F L Y : 

Symbol of the 

resurrection and 

eternal life. As 

the butterfly 

leaves the cocoon 

and soars upward 

with a new body, 

so through Jesus 

Christ are his 

followers borne 

to a new life. 

CUP: A symbol of 

the blood of 

Christ and of the 

sacrament of 

Holy Communion. 

CHI RHO: A 

monogram of the 

first 2 letter, Chi 

(X) and Rho (P), 

of the Greek 

word from Christ. 

 

 

SPONSORED BY:  

       

 ST JAMES YOUTH 

GROUP 

JOIN IN SOME OLD FASHIONED FUN!!! 
 

An evening of Christmas Caroling,  

Followed by Refreshments and Fellowship!  

 

FRIDAY 12/5/08 at 5:30pm 

Meet at the Church 

We will travel to several locations!  

What to Bring:   Your smile!  

Some baked goodies or hot 

chocolate to share!!  
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DECEMBER  2008 

~Birthdays & Anniversaries~  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 
 
 
 

Harold & Dorothy 
Eady    

2 
 MaryAnn Morrison  
  Dave Strait   
 

 

 
John & Margaret 

Hackett   
 

3 
Dottie Knight 
Betty Gaskill   
 
 

Ron & Laura Lee 
Winkler   

4 
 
 
 
 

Robert & Linda 
Mooreñ15 years!  

5 
Susan Welch 

Stephanie Strait  

6 
Elizabeth Katz 
Judy Shannon  

7 
Hal Turley 
Paul McCurdy 
Chris Strait   
 
 
 
 
 

8 
 

9 

Barb Ide  

10 
 

11 
Alisia Mora   

12 

Vickie Bruce  
Shayne Williams  
Dylan Ramsey  
 
Russell & Dorothy 

Hopkins   

13 
Barbara Davis   

14 
 
Jim Wilson   

15 

Kathy Clayton  
Leslie Pike  

16 

Rhonda Puhaly 
Megan Jones  

17 
Elsie Payne  

18 
Bryan Bruce   

19 
 
 
 
 
Jim & Linda Crouse

    

20 

21 
Victoria Williams   
 

 
Chip & Sharon 

Newberger 
ñ40 years!  

22 
Janet Wilson 
Travis Robert  

23 
 

24 
Linda Vanderpool 
 Joan Eidsvold 
Kristen Mosser  
 
 
 
 

Rex & Jean 
Harrison   

25 
 
 
Ron Claunch  
 
 
 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

26 
 
Helen Laurie 
 Vera Bellanca 
John Hackett  

27 
 
Peg Hartley  

28 
Chuck Headley 
Kathy Boley  

29 

Cal Knight   
30 
Bob Webb 
Ken Smathers 
Darwin Bucy   
 
Bill & Frances Doyle  

David & Donna    
     Greenwood  

31Zora Bankston  
 James & Dorothy  

Robbins  
Bryan & Vickie    

 Bruce  
Robert & Suzanne  

Schumacher   
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UMW BUSINESS NOTES:  

¶ Executive Board Meetings of the UNITED 

METHODIST WOMEN welcome anyone who 

wishes to attend; contact Dorothy Hopkins 

for information on the next scheduled 

meeting, probably in January. 

¶ February 7th, ôDec the Tablesõ, our major 

Fund Raiser Extravaganza for the Year, will 

be held. Each table (of 6-8 persons) is asked to come up with 

their own theme to decorate their table. Cost is $10 per person 

per table. Please notify Sandy Toppen, chair, of your theme, 

though you may keep it a secret from others. Sandyõs phone is 941-377-8107, or Email 

sandytoppen@comcast.net. 

¶ Also during ôDec the Tablesõ luncheon, there will be auction items to bid on. (Donations of there new or 

ôgently-usedõ items are being accepted.) Eileen Fagan 

suggested you all consider donating a ôthemeõ basket, like 

craft items, Valentineõs Day goodies, birthday party 

articles, etc. 

¶ Since UMW holds neither Bakes Sales, nor Garage Sales 

anymore, each member is asked to give $25 each year so 

we can meet our budget and fulfill our missions. Every 

woman of Saint James UMC is considered a member of 

UWM. 

¶ 2009 Entertainment Books are available 9-4pm weekdays 

from the Church office, or contact Dorothy Hopkins. 

Nominations for UMW officers for 2009 were read by Joan 

Melnick and were approved by the members present. Here are 

your new officers:   

 

PRESIDENTñDorothy Hopkins      

 

  VICE PRESIDENTñJudi Miller 

 

 

SECRETARYñCarol Hatch  

 

   TREASURERñPatti Fortin 

WHO GAVE SAINT JAMES UNITED METHOD-

IST CHURCH ITS NAME? 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 

Salad & Sandwich Luncheon, our guest-of-honor, 

Jan Campbell, related how and why she chose 

Saint James for our Church. She also spoke of the 

very founding of Saint James UMC, as was instru-

mental in creating its core membership, and 

served as the first organist. All the first members 

of the congregation were asked to pray about the 

name that should be given to this new Church. 

Jan Campbell says she read from James 1: 17-18 

ά²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ϧ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΧ

ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦǊǳƛǘǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ IŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘΦέ 

And she was also inspired to recommend Saint 

James as the name because the given name of 

their first pastor James (Jim) Reeher. 

JAN CAMPBELL AND FRIEND WARD 
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LEESBURG WOMENõS 
RETREAT  JANUARY 23
-25, 2009 Thanks to 
those who have 
responded to the call to 
attend the coming 
Womenõs Retreat. We 
have a nice group already signed up 
and still have plenty of room for more. 
Wonõt you consider joining us for a 
wonderful time of sisterhood, and a 
spiritually enriched weekend in a most 
beautiful and serene setting. Also, if 
you are already planning to go 
PLEASE LET ME KNOW so that I can 
coordinate you with the other Saint 
James folks who are going. We 
carpool so not everyone has to 
drive. P.SéYou do not have to be a 
member of Saint James in order to 
join us at these Retreats. Have a 
friend from another church or out of 
town wishing to join you or us?  Not a 
Problem. Let me know. For more 
details, concerns or just a question, 
please call Margaret Hackett 952-
9132. Please leave a message with 

COUPLEõS RETREAT AT LEESBURG  

 MARCH 13-15 &  20-22, 2009  
 I eagerly encourage all couples to attend the Coupleõs 
Retreat even if you and/or spouse also are attending or 
have attended the respective Menõs and Womenõs 
Retreats. If you cannot attend both the individual and 
coupleõs retreats then choose the Coupleõs Retreat. I 
assure you it will be a time of togetherness and a 
spiritually engaging experience for you both as you spend 
time with each other in a truly holy place.  If you have not 
been to a Leesburg Retreat to enjoy the beauty and 
serenity of the grounds, the lake that surrounds it and the 
Spirit of God surrounding you ð you need to go.   
  Also, if you are already planning to go PLEASE LET 
ME KNOW so that I can coordinate you with the other 
Saint James folks who are going. We carpool so not 
everyone has to drive unless you prefer to drive 
yourselves in which case I would still appreciate 
knowing who is going. P.SéYou do not have to be a 
member of St. James in order to join us at these 
Retreats. Have friends from another church or out of 

town wishing to join you or us? Not a 
Problem. Let me know. For more details or 
just a question, please call Margaret 
Hackett 952-9132. Please leave a 
message and your phone # if I do not 

answer. 

Friday 

November 21st 

was St James 

Emmaus 

Reunion 

Groupôs 

monthly 

meeting. 

It was led by Flo Goldner.  Music was led by Pastor Kim and 

Flo.  Devotion was given by Traci Thompson and the Fourth 

Day talk was given by Virgil 

Mumaw.  A pot luck dinner was 

shared before the presentations. 

      Anyone who has ever done 

an Emmaus, Cursio, Crystallis or 

Cairos Walk or anyone who has 

any questions about the Walks 

are welcome to our gatherings, 

which are held on the third Friday of the month.  Because of 

Christmas, our next gathering will be on January 16th.  Please 

come for a fun evening.    

Photos by Leo Masucci 
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The Christmas grump  

Uncle Bill had the reputation of being a curmudgeon. He always seemed to have something 
ǘƻ ƎǊǳƳōƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘΦ .ƛƭƭΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜƳŜŀƴƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƻƻƪ ƛǘ 

with a grain of salt.  
 hƴŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ .ƛƭƭΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΣ Ƙƛǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƴŜǇƘŜǿ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŜŘ ŀƭƻǳŘΣ ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ 
Uncle Bill will put up a negativity ǎŎŜƴŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΚέ 

  



 

ChurchBeat                                                        Page 13                                December 2008 

Celebrate Christmas  

Decorate your Christmas tree. 
  Ring a Christmas bell. 
  Sing a joyful carol 
  With a jubilant noel!  
 
  Light your Advent candle wreath.  
  Rejoice with friends on Earth. 
  Give thanks to God for sending Christ 
  In this, His Christmas birth.  
 
  Share your joy of Christmas 
  And Godôs blessings from above. 
  Celebrate Godôs Graciousness!  
  Celebrate Godôs Love! 

ðPeggy Ferrell, Prayers and Poems  

Bible Quiz  

   

 

Which of the four Gospels be-
gins with the following words:  
 
 ά¢ƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ 
news of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
DƻŘΦέ 
 
A. Matthew 
B. Mark 
C. Luke 
D. John 

  

 

Answer: B (See Mark 1:1, NRSV)   

HELP 

THE ELF 

ADD 

SOME 

COLOR 

TO THE 

MITTEN 

TREE! 

OPEN HOUSEOPEN HOUSEOPEN HOUSE   

OUR OUR OUR    NEW  NEW  NEW  CHURCH  CHURCH  CHURCH  

PARSONAGEPARSONAGEPARSONAGE   

MONDAY ,  DECEMBER 22MONDAY ,  DECEMBER 22MONDAY ,  DECEMBER 22
NDNDND      

   555---8 8 8 PMPMPM      

ALL ARE INVITED TO PASTOR ALL ARE INVITED TO PASTOR ALL ARE INVITED TO PASTOR 

KIM & JOANIE  JOYNERôS  HOMEKIM & JOANIE  JOYNERôS  HOMEKIM & JOANIE  JOYNERôS  HOME   

ADDRESS:   ADDRESS:   ADDRESS:         1292 FRASER PINE 1292 FRASER PINE 1292 FRASER PINE 

BLVD., SARASOTA  FL 34240BLVD., SARASOTA  FL 34240BLVD., SARASOTA  FL 34240 
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Connect, Commit, Build CommunityðJohn Gray 

ñFor I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans 

to give you hope and a future." Jeremiah 29:11 

     AS THE BODY OF CHRIST, Saint James has a wonderful opportunity to give hope and a future 

to families in need. Families now account for over 40% of the homeless and 

are the fastest growing section of the homeless population. 4,121 students 

enrolled in the Sarasota / Manatee County school system were identified as 

being homeless in 2007. People often picture what we call the ñvisible 

homelessò- people on the street asking for change. Homeless Families are 

the ñinvisible homelessò, living doubled up with friends or family, which 

eventually leads to living in cars or worse. They struggle to make it on their own and hide in shame 

or fear of losing their children. 

 Over the last few months I have been learning about a nonprofit organization called Family 

Promise that works with local churches to give families temporary housing. Participating Churches 

with facilities work as shelters and host families for one week then families move to another church 

for 90 days. Shelter hours are from 5:30pm to 7:30am. Meals are provided with a packed lunch each 

day.  In the first week of the program a case manager will meet with the adults in the family to 

discuss the family situation, and a case plan will be developed. The plan will indicate what actions 

the adults are expected to take to obtain employment, services, and stable housing. A day center is 

provided for laundry, job search, storage and transportation. Part of the agreed case is that 30% of 

their income is required to go into a trust for future housing. If for any reason the agreement is 

broken, the adults are asked to leave the program. The program has to be strict due to the amount 

of families waiting to get into the program.  

 Family Promise has about an 80% success rate at getting families back on their feet. 

Unfortunately sometimes it takes longer to find a job or issues finding affordable housing, which can 

leave them with not enough money to obtain housing at the end of their 90 days. This is where Saint 

James can step in and reach out.  

 We can help Families by allowing them to live in the Grimm House free for 90 days. This would 

give them time to continue to save for housing while their children have a safe place to stay and go 

to school. A case manager would still continue to follow up and families 

would be asked to come to Saint James functions. We would operate 

independent of Family Promise as the  

      ñSñSñSAINTAINTAINT   JJJAMESAMESAMES   FFFAMILYAMILYAMILY   TTTRANSITIONRANSITIONRANSITION   HHHOUSEOUSEOUSE.ò .ò .ò  

 I am ready to CONNECT, I am COMMITTED and I want to begin building a 

COMMUNITY. We, the body of Christ can touch, nurture and grow with four 

families per year. I believe through our love and talents we will build 

relationships that will last a lifetime. Please join with me on a heroic 

journey that GOD has planned for us!  

 Coming soon we will have more details to share and opportunities on 

how we can make this project a success. To learn more about Family 

Promise, go to www.familypromisesarasota.org. 
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òNo person was ever 
honored for what he 
received. Honor has 
been the reward for 
what he gave.ó  ñ   
Calvin Coolidge  

Thank You, and You, and Especially You!  
ð  LaTerry Butler, Director Music Ministries 
 

While we are at the height of the holiday season in the 

midst of pushing to get things done, pulling our weight to 

contribute to the group effort and preparing for assorted holiday 

festivities, it‟s easy to forget that this should be the time of year 

when being gracious should come more naturally.  

From this perspective, this gratefulness and appreciation 

extends to those precious people who give of their time and 

talent to enrich others through the gift of music ministry.  These 

volunteer singers, hand-bell players, actors and sacred dancers 

(whether here year around or snowbirds just down for the 

season) should know that their calling for assisting in the 

rendering of Praise to The Most High is a special calling. 

  Now I‟m aware that when one begins to mention names, one 

is treading over thin ice because one is probably going to 

inadvertently leave someone‟s name out of the loop. 

Nevertheless, while one could simply list names, it‟s more 

enriching to define these individuals by the nuances of their 

character along with the, sometimes, arduous circumstances in 

their individual lives, which also adds to that character.  The 

examples are numerous across the Sanctuary Choir and the Life 

Anchor Ensemble, along with the Hand-Bell Choir and Sacred 

Dance Ministry.   

As we pursue our goal to present to you and for your 

edification one of the best Christmas musical presentations 

attempted here at St. James UMC, (Please see notice 

elsewhere in this newsletter), keep in mind that the individuals 

involved are no different than anyone else, except that they 

decided to respond to that inaudible call to serve with what they 

have to the best of their abilities. 

Encore! Charitable IRA Legislation Passed 

The Charitable IRA legislation is back for a repeat performance—don’t miss this second-

chance opportunity to make tax-free gifts from your IRA!  You may contribute funds this way if: 

You are 70½  or older. Other details about this gift option is found on a bulletin in the lobby. 
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Special dates  

 Second Sunday of Advent, December 7  
 Third Sunday of Advent, December 14  

 Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 21  
 First day of winter, December 21  

 Christmas Eve, December 24  
 Christmas Day, December 25  

 New Yearõs Eve/Watch Night, December 31 
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