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"Anticipation builds during these days!"  

 During this month of October, there are many activities and opportunities for 
building relationships for the Body of Christ, as well as, outreach events well -prepared 
for inviting guests! Have you checked out the schedule and list of events for the next 
month, and throughout the fall? This is certainly an exciting time of the year - not JUST 
because its football season - but particularly because God is giving us many opportunities 

to reach out and engage community building with others!  

 Our Pumpkin Patch is a tremendous way to meet and interact with guests and friends during this 
month. If you haven't done so, consider signing up to serve as a volunteer for times to be in the "patch" 
during the month. YOUR HELP is needed and valued - not to mention the great new friends you will be able 
to meet! This outreach maybe one of our best options for reaching the community, that we have during 

the year!! Please pray about this outreach and how you may be part of its excitement!!   

 Our Fall Festival scheduled for Oct. 24th will be one of our major single -day events of the month. Make 
plans now for that day and begin telling your friends about the event!! This will be a great fun day with so 
much for all ages - definitely a wonderful time for families and kids. We anticipate reaching deep into the 
community as the publicity continues to build. We have an excellent team leading this event and know it 
will be most significant for Saint James and the community around us.  From the free food, games, hay 

ride, and time for fellowship; our whole community will find it a "day not to miss!"  

 World Wide Communion Sunday is this Sunday, when we, along with all the Christians around the 
world, will share in Holy Communion within that 24 hr period. This time in worship Sunday will be an 
excellent time for us as well. We are continuing our series, " Discover How God Wired You Up!" The last 
Sunday of the month will be led by many of our laity and a special Sunday to honor the lay leadership of 

Saint James! 

 Also, during these days, many of our friends from other places will be returning to the area so we 
anticipate reconnecting with dear friends and making NEW friends this year!  Have you invited someone to 
worship lately?? Why not consider doing so during this month of October as we make it a month of 
"OUTREACH IN OCTOBER"! We do have numerous opportunities with which to invite someone, in addition to 

worship times!  

 November will truly be a challenging and joyous month of 'giving thanks' in many ways!! We are truly 
excited about the series through November that will lead us in our stewardship ministries of Saint James 

and how we can intentionally enable God's greatest blessings for the ministries we engage for Him!!  

 So, you can tell, the energy and excitement is high and " anticipation is great " considering these days 
and weeks ahead! The Spirit of God IS working in our midst and leading us forward through growth and 
changes, while not always easy, still excitingly effective! It is a joy to share in HIS ministry with you and 
continue to identify how God is working through us AND challenging us to spiritually keep growing all the 
time! Be sure you get into a small group this fall - Sunday morning, Wednesday evening Discovery Night or 

one of the other gathering times of the week. YOU will benefit tremendously!  

 It will be a joy to worship with you during these wonderful days and more particularly a 
privilege to honor God with our best in ministry for Him, everyday! You are deeply loved and 

appreciated - let's share it!!        

 

www.saintjamesumc.org      CHECKED THE WEBSITE LATELY?? 
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New Members who joined 

in August & September:  

OUR CELL PHONE MINISTRY 

      We just mailed another box (30) of your 
old cell phones to a "not for profit" company 
called "911Cell 
Phone".  They program the 
phones and then pass them 
on to Law Enforcement or 
Victim Services agency's 
who have a legitimate 
need for 911 phones. 

     Saint James profits from your donation in 
two ways:  

     1.  The higher value phones are converted 
to cash and they send us that money.  

     2.  If there is anyone in our congregation, 
or if you know of someone who needs a 911 
cell phone, the company will program one and 
send it free of charge.   Just call Bob or Joyce 
Van Zandt at 377-4681 and we will order one.  

     Please place your used phones in the box 
that is located on the table in the West 
Hall.   Ask family members, friends, neighbors 
and co-workers to donate their used cell 
phones.  They go for a good cause! 

  Bob &  Joyce Van Zandt  

 

 

 

 

 

John & Carrie Griffin  

2875 Davis Blvd 

Sarasota FL 34237  

His: 941-993-2531 

cinchief@hotmail.com 

Hers: 941-408-3222 

cbgroff3@hotmail.com 

 

Richard Sulik  

1149 Francis Ave 

Sarasota FL 34232 

941-735-0977  

rcsulik@yahoo.com 

 

        David & Krista Di Tucci  

                     (Alex)  

               4941 Winchester Dr 

                Sarasota FL 34234 

             Home: 941-351-4042 

           kristahollier@hotmail.com 

What is stewardship?  

Stewardship is not just 

raising funds;  

Itõs raising Christians.  

Stewardship is not a matter 

of budgets;  

Itõs a matter of faith.   

Before bed on 

Saturday, 

October 31st, 

turn your 

clocks back 

ONE HOUR!   



ChurchBeat                                                        Page 3                                                   October 2009  

Francis Jim  

September 13, 1936 ñ 

August 23, 2009  

 

Francis Xavier Jim, 

72, was called home on 

Sunday, August 23, 

2009. He was born in Montego Bay, St. 

James, Jamaica, the son of the late 

Clinton Jim and Cynthia Halloway.  

 His hobbies from a young age were 

fishing, diving and water skiing. As an 

adult he piloted cruise ships and took 

tourist deep -sea fishing, earning the 

affectionate nick -names of Noah and 

Captain Gabidon.  

 In 1970 he migrated with his wife and 

family to the United States and made his 

home here for 39 years ð but his heart 

never left Jamaica. The sea claimed his 

earthly remains as he had wished.  

 Francis  is survived by wife Barbara; 

three daughters Jacqueline, Caleen and 

Sandra; six grandchildren Jonathan, 

Zachary, Brandon, Jordan, Nathaniel and 

Noah; one brother Clifford; four sisters 

Sybil, Phillis, Bridgette and Mureen; 

nieces, nephews and other relatives and 

friends.  

 There was a 

Celebration of Life 

Service on October 

3rd at 2pm at Saint 

James UMC. 

Marilyn Simpson 

Cunningham  

April 4, 1932 ñ 

September 5, 2009  

 

 Marilyn Simpson 

Cunningham of The Meadows 

died Sept. 5, 2009. She was born in 

Pittsburgh and had resided there prior to 

retiring to the Meadows in 1985 with her 

husband of 57 years, John "Jack" 

Cunningham , who was a retired marketing 

and advertising executive with Westinghouse 

Electric.  

  She was the devoted mother of Sheryl 

(Bruce) Buskirk of the Meadows and John 

Cunningham of St. Petersburg, FL; cherished 

sister of William Simpson of Pittsburgh, PA; 

loving grandmother of Brian and Robert of 

Sarasota and Katie Buskirk, a student at the 

University of Richmond. She is also survived 

by nieces in the Pittsburgh and Long Island, 

NY areas.  

 Marilyn was deeply committed to her 

faith as a member and usher of St. James 

Methodist Church. She was an active member 

in the Meadows Community with the Pillows 

Group, which supplies pillows to patients 

recovering from heart surgery; the Meadows 

Country Club Nine Hole Ladies Golf 

Association; and a multi -gallon contributor to 

the Meadows Community Blood Drive. Her 

loving smile will be dearly missed by all.  

 A memorial service was September 16, 

2009, at  Saint James 

Methodist Church. If 

desired, memorials may be 

made to the local chapter 

of the American Cancer 

Society .  
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 Saint James has been in ministry with All Faiths 

Food Bank for more than thirteen years, and the 

reason I know this is because when I came from 

another church and joined St. James in April 1996, I 

brought this idea with me --the regular collection of 

non-perishable foods --for All Faiths Food Bank.  I 

had coordinated this collection 

of food at my former church, 

and when I got to St. James, I 

felt that we just must begin this 

collection of foods, since it was 

such a sensible way to help the 

poor and hungry in our 

community.  

 I went to All Faiths and 

picked up two barrels to place in 

the small narthex of the original 

building.  The concept was 

publicized at worship services, 

and very soon members of St. 

James congregation began 

responding by bringing food items with them to 

worship each Sunday and dropping them in one of 

the barrels.  I soon found that I would need to tend 

to these barrels on a regular basis, and I would back 

up my car to the entry of the old narthex, empty 

the food from the barrels and bag it in the paper 

bags I had obtained from the Publix market when I 

did my shopping, and then deliver the bags full of 

food to All Faiths Food Bank over on Cattlemen Rd.  

Each time they would weigh the bags of food and 

keep a record of the pounds of food donated by St. 

James UMC. 

 After we built our new sanctuary with the huge 

narthex we have now, we still kept the two barrels 

there for the congregation to bring food items with 

them to worship on Sundays.  I continued 

tending to the food barrels and seeing 

that the food was taken to All Faiths; and 

finally, with other duties and 

responsibilities I was involved in, the late 

Laura Hagan agreed to assume this job.  

And finally, All Faiths decided that they 

would send one of their trucks to pick up 

the food when they were notified the 

barrels were full.  

 I am hopeful that this article will 

remind the congregation that it takes so 

little effort to pick up an extra food item 

or two each week to bring to worship 

with you each Sunday.  Itõs just a matter of habit, 

and I can tell you that it has been no problem for 

me to bring an item or two of food to church with 

me on Sunday, without ever forgetting, for over 

thirteen years now.  And I am appealing to the 

congregation to think this over and to prayerfully 

consider getting in the habit of helping to feed the 

poor and hungry in our community by bringing a 

food item to worship with you each and every 

Sunday. 

Leesburg Womenõs Retreat 

March 5-7,2010  

 Thanks to those who have 

responded to the call to attend the 

upcoming Womenõs Retreat. We 

have a nice group already signed up and still have 

plenty of room for more. Wonõt you consider 

joining us for a wonderful time of sisterhood, and  

a spiritually enriched weekend in a most beautiful 

and serene setting? Also, if you are already 

planning to go, PLEASE LET ME KNOW so that I 

can coordinate you with the other Saint Jamesõ 

folks who are going. We carpool so not everyone 

has to drive. P.Sé.You do not have to be a member 

of Saint James in order to join us at these 

Retreats.  Have a friend from another church or out

-of town wishing to join you are us? Not a Problem. 

Let me know.  For more details, concerns or just a 

question, please call Margaret Hackett 952 -9132. 

Please leave a message with a phone number if no 

answer.  Cost is $155.00 for the LEC and the 

Warren Willis Camp is $135.00.  Required 

registration fee to hold you spot is $45.00.  

History of Our Ministry with All Faiths Food Bank  
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The Saint James 
United Methodist 
Women are planning a 
Luncheon and Style 
Show/sale on Saturday, 
November 7th at 12 
noon in the Fellowship 
Hall of the church. This 
is a fundraiser for our 
UMW mission projects, 
that include the youth 
and many needy 
causes. Tickets will be 

$10  and will be available 
from Circle Leaders or at 
the church office. Bring a 
guest and come see the 
great fashion show, all 
fashions will be for sale 
after the show. There 
will be door prizes and 
discounts given by  The 
Boutique on Wheels. 
Come have a fun day  
with your UMW friends 

and guests! 

 

 

 

 A tireless 27 year old named Adam 
has served as an international field rep 
since 2002 for Operation Christmas 
Child. As a child of 6 in the Kurdish area 
of Northern Iraq he was the only 
survivor of a busload of 30 children hit 
by a missile from the Saddam Hussein 
regime. He was in a coma for 3 months, 
disfigured and lost both legs. Upon 
awakening he found out his parents and 
10 siblings were killed in a poisonous gas 
attack again from the Saddam Hussein 
regime. He survived through the help of 
a Christian group and the International 
Red Cross and has devoted his life to 
helping handicapped children. He was 
thrilled to deliver 50 shoeboxes to his 
home town of Halabja and watch a wave 
of gladness spread over the faces of 
handicapped children. None of us knows 
as we pack our box who will open it but 
remember that smile of gladness Adam 
saw. Grace Circle will again make 
wrapped shoeboxes available to you 
beginning in October. A brochure with 
instructions will be inside each box. 
Please remember to include a check for 
ϷтΦлл ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ {ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴΩǎ tǳǊǎŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 
with the deliver cost around the world. 

BECAUSE OF YOUR GENEROUS GIVING we will be 

able to offer Fall Scholarship Awards to our members 
continuing their education. Scholarship Applications will 
be available in the Church Office through October and 
must be returned to the Church Office by November 6 at 
4 pm. All those who have been members for at least a 
year and did not apply during the Spring Awards period 
are eligible for a Fall Award. The Scholarship Committee 
and especially the Award winners continue to feel 

blessed that our Church family 
shows support for those 
pursuing their educational 
goals. It truly is the gift that 
keeps on giving throughout their 

A Great Opportunity to do  

òGood Works!ó 

Whatõs Needed: Extra hands to 

provide love and attention to our 

Sunday school   children (ages 3 

years-old and up; 10-11 years-old 

to Pre-teen)  

When:  Any given Sunday 9:10 ð 10:40 AM  

Where:  Building A, Rooms 206 + 209; Building B, 

Room 312 

Why:  Receive blessings hundredfold from the 

children  

How:  Contact ð Judy Snodgrass 941-360-1248  or 

spend time with one of the Sunday school teachers 

after the Wednesday Discovery Dinner as we prepare 

for Sundayõs classes. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat  

    1 

Alana Monge 

 

2 

Carol Hatch 

 

 

Don & Stella  

   Farmer   

    55 years! 

3 

Nancy Haislip 

Randall Morgan 

Hudson Redl 

4 

Mike McCutchen 

5 

Debby Miller 

Richard Sulik 

 

Neil & Meryl 

   Sclater 

6 

Bruce Brozek 

Rylee Pilat 

 

John & Kathy  

   Stone 

7 8 

Marion Place 

Karen Duffey 

Kay Siebold 

Sam Dixon 

9 

Booker Rice 

 

10 

11 

Carol Andersen 

Betty Galvez 

12 

 

 

 

Grant & Dolores 

   Siegfried 

13 

Joan Stephenson 

14 

 

 

 

Greg & Nancy 

   Sollenberger 

15 16 17 

Allen Bates 

Beverly Miller 

 

18 

Jeffi Westberry 

Tyler Gray 

Cameron Gray 

 

Tom & Nancy    

   Haislip 

19 

Frank Rolfe 

Marilynn 

Templeton 

Dolores Wilson 

20 21 22 23 

David Zimmerman 

24 

25 26 

Bebe Loizeaux 

Pat Brennan 

Terry Benson 

Sherry Brune 

27 

 

 

Tom & Joan  

   Eidsvold 

Derek & Samantha 

   Hershberger 

28 29 

Dale Box 

J R Cline 

David Nichols 

30 31 

OCTOBER 2009 

Consider making a Consider making a Consider making a 

donation to the donation to the donation to the 

Scholarship Fund on your Scholarship Fund on your Scholarship Fund on your 

birthday. Thank you!birthday. Thank you!birthday. Thank you!    
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