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òCELEBRATE THE GIFT!ó 

 

 During this month of November, we are experiencing the ôCelebrate 
the Gift!õ, Stewardship series which will excitingly move our church family 
to a new place of support and engagement of the Saint James Ministries! 
As we realize how God has gifted us with so much ð we are so very blessed 
and should have hearts full of gratitude. When I have a grateful heart to 
God for all He has done in my life, I canõt help but want to give  me best 
in return, because of all He has done for me!! Wouldnõt you feel the same 

way to God? There is NO GREATER JOY than the joy that comes is giving and serving others in the 
name of Jesus Christé. because there is NO GREATER LOVE than the love that comes from God in 

Jesus, His son given for us! 

 Jesus taught us about creating a heart of compassion that will choose to give of oneself to 
serve or help others. This comes from a heart that desires to òbear the burdenó of another as 
Galatians 6:2 reminds us. This heart of compassion from which we give our service, time and 
money as our best to God, comes NOT from guilt or obligation, but from the love of God in us 
driven to sacrifice for another, as Christ has done for us! We canõt wait to support and give to a 
vision of Godõs that is creating life-change in lives of those seeking to know God! Want to know 

joy and happiness?  Experience this with God!!  

 It has become so clear to me and I wish I could help everyone I know to experience the same 
joy God has taught me, when you truly TRUST God with your best ð your offering, that ôfirst 10%õ ð 
God will NEVER let you down in handling the other 90% and it will cover all the needs. You can 
know that joy as wellé. You must trust God (pretty safe One to trust donõt you think?) to help you 
handle all you have, after first  giving to Him what He requests! Itõs Godõs economy and simplyé.. 

IT WORKS!!  And He shares the joy and benefits with you!.  

 Knowing Godõs generosity to us empowers us to share our gifts with others for HIS sake, 
generously!! These Sundays in November will be tremendous and full of joy and excitement ð a 
time to share truths and stories about Godõs work through us. God has already begun to work in us 
as I witnessed 50 persons sign up to participate with the Prayer Connection Team on Sunday Nov.1 
Our goal was 50 and we will cover our whole church family with prayer ð members praying for 

other members of the church family!  

 Mark November 22  on your calendar NOW! This will be our Celebration Sunday  and 
Thanksgiving Sunday, when we present our Faith Commitment Cards in all services. It will 
certainly be important for each of us to be present  that day since it will be THE 

time to present our best for God in supporting the ministries through Saint James!  

 It is a joy to serve Jesus Christ with you and share the joy of Christian 
community with all those we can engage together! I am grateful to be in ministry 

with each of you!      

           Peace, kim   <>< 
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 Allan G. Bates  
October 17, 1923 ð 

October 8, 2009 

 

 Allan G. Bates, 85, of 

Sarasota died October 8, 

2009.    The memorial 

service was held October 

18th at Saint James United 

Methodist Church.  Arrangements were made 

by Jennings Funeral Home & Crematory.  

 Survivors include sons Ken of Pinellas Park, 

Ron of Concord, NC, Chuck of 

Moultonborough, NH, and Phil of Newmarket, 

Ontario; daughters Beth Ahmed of Forrest 

Hills, N.Y., and Meridith Smith of Fort Plain, 

NY; and ten grandchildren.  He was preceded 

in death by his son, Allan M. Bates.  

 Allan was a very active member of Saint 

James for almost 20 years. He served as 

Finance Teamõs Treasurer for several years.  

He was also very active in the United 

Methodist Men and the Faithkeepers II small 

group. 

Janet R. Wilson  
December 22, 2009 ð 

October 11, 2009 

 

 Janet R. Wilson, 69, of 

Sarasota, formerly of 

Indiana, PA, died October 

11, 2009. 

 A memorial service was held at Saint James 

United Methodist Church. Packer Funeral Home 

was in charge of the arrangements.  

 Survivors include her husband, James "Jim" 

of Sarasota, married 50 years; a son, James of 

Warner Robins, GA; a daughter, Shari Potocki of 

Sarasota; a brother, Alan Stephens of Rochester, 

NY; a sister, Lucille Blasin of Clarksburg, PA; and 

four grandchildren.  

 Donations may be made to TideWell Hospice. 

Thank you to all,  

No words can truly express the level of 

love and comfort that I experienced 

during recent weeks because of our 

wonderful Saint James church family and 

friends.  

Thank you so much for all the different 

ways you shared your loving thoughts, 

prayers, cards, gifts and food during my 

knee surgery and 

recovery.  

We are so blessed to 

be so loved.  

Thanks again!  

 Nancy Winding and Jim too!!!!  

Office Volunteers Needed!!  

Do you like to fold?   

   We need bulletin, bulk mail and 

 ChurchBeat folders!   

Do you like to type?  

   We need volunteers to type in  

 recipes.  

Do you want to help at 

the receptionist desk?  

 Call the church office!  

941-377-6180  

 

òTeacher of the Yearó 

Diana Howard  

Tatum Ridge  

Elementary!!  
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 Wrapped 
shoeboxes are 
now available 

to fill. Pick yours up and 
return by Sunday,  
November 22 nd.  

Thank you!   

ELA Announces New Leadership  

 We are delighted to announce that Valerie 

Colbert will be starting full time November 19, 

2009 as our Director. She comes to us with 15 

years of early childhood education experience. 

She was the director at Concordia Lutheran 

Early Child Care Center for five years until it 

closed its doors in May, 2009. In the four years 

prior to that she was the assistant director at a 

privately owned preschool. She has six years of 

classroom experience teaching pre-

kindergarten. Valerie holds an associate degree 

from State College of Florida in early childhood 

education with an emphasis in management. 

She also maintains a national Child 

Development Associate Credential and a State 

of Florida Directors Credential.  

 Valerie's philosophy of early childhood 

education is one where each child is considered 

a unique child of God. Her philosophy combines 

a loving educational staff 

that bonds with each child 

individually with a 

curriculum that enables 

spiritual, social, emotional, 

intellectual and physical 

growth. She feels an ideal 

program should foster 

development of the whole 

child through active learning 

and play. The program should also support 

families through strong partnerships with the 

staff and administration. All of these things 

blended together in a Christian environment 

where the children and families are shown and 

learn about the unconditional love of Jesus, and 

work together to build strong, confident 

children and families.  

 Valerie has been married to Gary for 30 

years, and they have lived in Sarasota for the 

last 13 years. They have three grown children: 

Julia, married to husband, John,   and residing 

in San Jose, California, where she is a CPA; 

Caitlin, a Professor of English and graduate 

student at the University of Nantes, France; 

and Daniel, a junior at the University of Illinois 

of Champagne/Urbana.  

 

Grace Circle 

 

Resurrection 

House has 

begun to 

accept used 

bicycles 

(including ones 

requiring repair) to refurbish. 

They will then gift them to the 

homeless to provide needed 

transportation to work.  To 

donate, please contact Bea 

Swanson at 941-365-7839. 
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Fall Fest 2009!!!  
 

 One thought comes 
to mind when I think of 
Community and that is 
the way Saint James 

came together to 
provide a very 

successful Fall Fest on 
Saturday, October 

24th.   From grilling hot 
dogs, to face painting - 

storytelling on a 
hayride to games, this 
church came together 
as a community and 

extended a warm 
welcome to those who 

came to visit.   

 I thank each and 

every one of you who 

took the time to work 

behind the scenes 

getting prepared for 

the event.   To 

those who sat in our 

warm Florida sunshine 

welcoming our 

neighbors and friends 

and most importantly, 

getting everything 

back to some form of 

normal after everyone 

was gone.  This church is amazing 

and our community is AMAZING.   

Thank you!    

    Maggie Sumney 
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God Wants you Well  

 

 I have been given a 
mission by God to carry the 
message of wellness to his His 
people.  
I believe that He DOES want 
us well.   What I would like to do is share one 
idea a month that will contribute to good 
health.  
 Ever since the beginning of time God has 
told his people that if they would follow his 
laws and commandments, we would be free 
from sickness and disease (Ex. 15:26 and Deut. 
7:15.  Believe me, our food and beverage 
choices advertised in the media are not the 
guidelines God gave us in the Bible! 
 The first topic I have chosen is water.  Have 
you ever tried washing too many clothes in too 
small of a container or worse in water that was 
already dirty?   

Consider this: 
The thirst mechanism is so weak that it is 
often mistaken for hunger by 37% of us.  
Even mild dehydration will slow the 
metabolism by as much as 3%. 
Lack of water is the #1 trigger of daytime 
fatigue.  
Preliminary research indicates that 8 -10 
glasses of water can significantly ease back 
and joint pain for up to 80 % of its sufferers.  
A mere 2% drop in body water can trigger a 
fizzy short term memory.  
Drinking 5 glasses of water daily decreases 

   The risk of colon cancer by 45% 
  The risk of breast cancer by 79% 
  The risk of bladder cancer by 50% 

Are you drinking enough pure water every 
day? 

 I welcome your questions and comments 
Isnõt God good?   
 To His glory,    Rebecca Burke 

 ά¢ƘŜ IƻƳŜŎƻƳƛƴƎέ  
A Smoky Mountain  

Christmas Story 
Saturday, December 19 th  

7:00 pm  

Sunday, December 20 th  

 4:00 pm  

Both performances will take place 
in the Sanctuary  
 

Come Early For Complimentary Holiday Treats 

served before the production and during 

intermission.  
 

 A 75 minute, fun, humorous and dramatic òbluegrass/

countryó spin on the wonderful Christmas story. 
 

Among our talented singers/actors will be guests 

from the Sarasota / Bradenton area professional 

stage and cabaret circuits.  
 

 Soé If country fiddlinõ and line dancinõ is your 

definition of family fun, DONõT MISS THIS!!! 

Free Admission  
 

Free Will Offering at Intermission  
 

Presented by Saint James United Methodist Church  Music, 
Drama and Dance Ministries  

 

LaTerry & Tammy Elaine Butler, Producers & Directors  

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat  

1 

Garrett Shaffer II 

Jessica Ramsey 

2 

Aija Ball 

Barbara Hedel 

3 

Don Bagnall 

4 

Electa Wonders 

 

 

Bob & JoAnne 

5 

Diana Howard 

6 

Suzanne  

   Schumacher 

 

Bruce & Sharon  

7 

Barbara Williams 

Stepahnie Gray 

Joan Melnick 

8 

Alice McEIroy 

Dave Dirmeyer 

 

 

9 

 

 

 

 

10 

Lisa Becker 

11 

Christy Geeig 

Sydney Russell 

Edwin Payne 

Flo Van Norstrand 

12 

Bob Oberlin 

Danielle Gray 

13 

Chip Newberger 

Annette White 

14 

C J Hahn 

15 

 

16 

Judy Zoetewey 

 

 

 

17 

Herb McCarty 

Gail Sachs 

 

 

18 

Jerry Fagan 

19 

Margie Angely 

Dave Johnston 

Jim Crouse 

20 

Danny Villanueva 

21 

22 

Grace Marlow 

Diane Boatwright 

 

 

23 

 

 

 

 

24 

Debbie Grubbs 

Wes Kern 

 

 

25 

Allan Leaper 

 

26 

 

 

 

 

27 

Connie Lacy 

Mary Esther  

   Hershberger 

28 

 

 

 

 

29 

Richard Healy 

Pat Sharp 

 

 

30 

Sennie Lansdowne 

 

 

 

     
   

Consider making a donation Consider making a donation Consider making a donation 

to the Scholarship Fund on to the Scholarship Fund on to the Scholarship Fund on 

your birthday. Thank you!your birthday. Thank you!your birthday. Thank you!    
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