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"FROM GRATITUDE TO GENEROSITY!"  
 

 During this month, our stewardship series in worship is "From 
Gratitude to Generosity!" When gratitude moves into the heart 
and becomes active, it generates Generosity!  We will be 
identifying what Generosity can create among us. I pray that YOU 
will be with us during these weeks because the impact of our 
ministries for this next year will be established through our 
resourcing of the church's ministries. February 1, the final Sunday 
in this series, we will have a Celebration Sunday for the series 
and invite everyone to bring their completed Faith Commitment 

Card to the altar in worship. We will be making our commitment to the resourcing of our ministries 
and it is necessary for us to have everyone identify what their part of the support will be and how 
each of us will be trusting God to enable our giving this year, in order to accomplish HIS Mission 
through us! This will be a great and fun series, hearing from some of our own church family, 
experiencing examples of generosity, visualizing what thorough resourcing can accomplish, varied 
expressions of worship to say THANKS and offer Praise to God for ALL He's given to us!  
 Over these four weeks we will discover how ' Generosity Drives Ministry ', how 'Generosity Drives 
Growth ', how 'Generosity Drives Faith ' and also how 'Generosity Drives Life -Change!'  Our new 
season of ministry at Saint James UMC is set to launch into exciting new arenas of steps toward 
fulfilling the Vision God has for us in ministry to effectively be " Bringing Christ to People by 
bringing People to Chris t"!! Our Church leadership spent the whole morning together on Saturday, 
January 10, reviewing our Mission, understanding our New Ministry Structure and learning about 
how to FOCUS our ministries while being very clear about what we expect to happen through our 
efforts and programs. It is so necessary for us to be CLEAR about what we expect to happen with all 
we do for Christ and to set our plans and programs that chart a course to get to that goal and end 
result! We are so fortunate to have such excellent Lay Leadership at Saint James and will be 
blessed this year as they lead us into NEW experiences and directions of ministry!  
 Our new FIVE MINISTRY AREAS, within the new ministry structure of the Church Council, are:  

OUTREACH,  COMMUNITY,  MISSIONS,  WORSHIP,  ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES 
 All the programs we can offer this year which will be 'steps toward' Bringing Christ to People 
and Bringing People to Christ (our mission) will come from one of these Ministry Areas. There may 
be some new programs and some revisions of previous programs or some not engaged again in order 
to make some new programs more effective.  
    OUTREACH - any program that assists steps toward reaching and connecting with the community 
around us and those far from God.  
    COMMUNITY - programs that provide a step in building our church family, discipleship 
development and the environment for positive spiritual growth of followers  
    MISSIONS - programs that provide steps of growth and engagement for persons to 
serve others in the name of Christ and provide  life -changing opportunities where 
persons work together in projects totally for benefit of others; i.e. Mission projects  
    WORSHIP - experiences on Sunday and others times of gathering to offer praise and 
thanksgiving to God, as well as, engage HIS Spirit to teach and challenge us in our daily  
continued on last pageé.. 
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November 2008  

 

Operating Budget :   

      Received $ 131,201.89       

 Budget Amount $  137,325.87        

       Under Budget:  $     (6,123.98)  

  Building Fund:   

 Received $     430,750.08    

 Budget Amount $    479,815.36      

 Under Budget:      $  (49,065.30)        

Nov 2008  11/9 11/16 11/23 11/30 11/2 

All Services  341 359 406 350 359 

7:45 am  35 38 34 24 39 

9:10am 210 220 272 225 234 

11am  96 101 100 101 86 

Once again I find myself 

overwhelmed with the 

outpouring of love and support 

from the Saint James 

congregation. The memorial 

and celebration of life service for 

Jackie  was just beautiful, from 

the presentation by Pastor Kim, along with the kind words 

of others, and the presence of so many ( Saint James folks 

and all the others. )  

 The sympathy and condolences greeting cards have 

been beyond imagination, and I do appreciate them so 

much   

 Then there were those who gave monetary gifts in 

Jackie õs memory to Saint James, as well as to TideWell 

Hospice, which tended to her during her short illness. The 

reception following the service was so nice, and the 

women from the various UMW circles did an outstanding 

job of preparation and presentation.   

 There are so many other things for which Iõm thankful--

the visits to see Jackie  while she was still with us, all the 

flower arrangements which she could enjoy, just everything 

to make her remaining life as peaceful as possible.   

 Thanks to all in Saint James congregation, whom I 

dearly love and appreciate.  

Bill Yeager  

I want to thank everyone for their love, prayers, support & 

cheering-me- up cards during my 

recent illness.  Also, thanks to those 

who brought me meals and came just 

to visit.  I love you all.            

Ruth Tatum 

Jacqueline S. 

Yeager 
October 3, 1930 ð 

November 22, 2008 
Jacqueline  (Jackie) S. Yeager, 78, of 

Sarasota, died November 22, 2008. 

A graveside service was held at noon 

Friday, November 28
th
 at Palms-Robarts 

Funeral Home and Memorial Park. A 

memorial service will also be at 2 p.m. 

December 6
th
 at Saint James United 

Methodist Church in Sarasota.  

Survivors include her loving husband, 

William, of Sarasota; daughters Sherri of 

Oakland, CA and Susan Simpson of 

O'Fallon, MO; sons Michael of Tampa and 

David of Chandler, AZ; five grandchildren; 

and four great-grandchildren. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts are 

requested to be sent to TideWell Hospice or 

to Saint James United Methodist Church. 

  



ChurchBeat                                                        Page 3                                            January 2009  

 
BLINDERS  

I.H.S.*   Dave Zoetewey, Council Chair 

 ²ƘƛƭŜ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 9ǾŜ ŦƻǊ 

our Night Watch Service, I listened to some of our 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ 

and share a New Years vision for the church. I struck 

me that too often as a leader my focus and that of 

our leaders is narrow and 

short-ǎƛƎƘǘŜŘΦ LǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ 

wearing blinders. It seems that 

we are more concerned with 

ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜǎΣ 

building uses and 

maintenance, and meeting 

dates. 

 While these things are important, we forget to 

look at the big picture; our vision and core values, 

the ministry and mission of the church as 

demanded by scripture. I was graphically reminded 

of this over the holidays sitting in our oldest 

ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛƴ tƘƻŜƴƛȄΦ WǳŘȅ ŀƴŘ L ǿŜǊŜ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ 

on either side of our youngest daughter Kerri, who 

had gone to Zambia Africa recently on a 

άŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴŀƭέ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ŀƴ 

orphanage. She was eager to share some of her 

500+ pictures she had taken and had loaded on her 

laptop. What excitement and vision it had given 

here for ministry and mission. 

 As I look forward to 2009 and our plans to 

reorganize our leadership structure, committees 

and administrative structure to better meet our 

ministry and mission goals, I pray that God removes 

ƻǳǊ  άǎŜƭŦ-ƛƳǇƻǎŜŘέ ōƭƛƴŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ 

us to see the big picture and fulfill His 

purpose for us in ministry and mission in 

our neighborhood, community and 

world. 

COUPLEõS RETREAT AT LEESBURG  

 MARCH 13-15 & 20 -22, 2009  
 I eagerly encourage all couples to 
attend the Coupleõs Retreat even if you 
and/or spouse also are attending or have 
attended the respective Menõs and 
Womenõs Retreats. If you cannot attend both the 
individual and coupleõs retreats then choose the Coupleõs 
Retreat. I assure you it will be a time of togetherness 
and a spiritually engaging experience for you both as you 
spend time with each other in a truly holy place.  If you 
have not been to a Leesburg Retreat to enjoy the beauty 
and serenity of the grounds, the lake that surrounds it 

and the Spirit of God surrounding you ð you need to go.  

  Also, if you are already planning to go PLEASE 
LET ME KNOW so that I can coordinate you with the 
other Saint James folks who are going. We carpool so 
not everyone has to drive unless you prefer to drive 
yourselves in which case I would still appreciate 
knowing who is going. P.SéYou do not have to be a 
member of St. James in order to join us at these 
Retreats.  Have friends from another church or out of 
town wishing to join you or us? Not a Problem. Let me 
know. For more details or just a question, please call 
Margaret Hackett 952 -9132.  Please leave a message and 

your  phone number if I do not answer.  

 

The ACTIVE CHRISTIANS TOGETHER [ACT] 

small group has been well-attended for 

the fall season. Some events included: 

going to the Roaring 20õs in Ellenton; Pot 

Luck Supper and Game Night in Fellowship 

Hall; and enjoying the Ditchfield Familyõs 

Christmas Musical at the Opera House, 

followed by dinner at the Dutch Heritage.  

We are always looking forward to seeing 

all of you at our gathering, and we do 

hope to see you at our next Potluck Dinner 

and Game Night in the Fellowship Hall, 

Saturday, January 31st at 6pm, for 

delicious food and much fun and laughter! 

Please call Bee 358-8906 or Rose 342-8254 

if you are planning to attend!  

òA merry heart 

does good, like 

medicine.ó 

Proverbs 17:22 
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The Inauguration    
When president-elect Abraham Lincoln headed to Washington, D.C., he called himself a òhumble instrument in 
the hands of the Almighty.ó He spoke of Americaõs citizenry as Godõs òalmost chosen people.ó  
 
Wasnõt that a lovely compliment? One suspects Lincoln was speaking as a good father speaks to children, 
wanting them to live up to their full potential. He surely wanted the òalmost chosen peopleó to be servants of 
the living God.  
 
As Godõs chosen people, as well as Americans who soon will have a new leader, how can we live up to Godõs 
expectations for us? What can we each do to make our country a better place? And how can we share the good 

news with others that God has chosen us to live with him forever?   

USED CHILDRENõS BOOKS are being collected for 
churches, schools and libraries in St. Kitts, British 
West Indies.  Please bring in your slightly 
used books and put them in the box in the 
library or drop them off at the church  
office.   

 

 

òDec The 
Tablesó 

 

Saturday, February 7th 
 

11:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Hall  

$10.00 per person  
 

A special afternoon of fellowship 
for all ð decorate a table creating  

a theme for your very own!   

Door prizes will be awarded.   

A light meal is included in the price.  

 A Silent Auction will be held.  
 

An Annual Event sponsored by the 
United Methodist Women  

 

RESERVATIONS A MUST  

By February 2 nd!!! 
Call Sandy Toppen for more info.  

OUR CELL PHONE MINISTRY 
 

      We just sent another box (32) of 
your old cell phones to a "not for 
profit" company called "911 Cell 
Phone!.  They program them and 

then pass them on to Law Enforcement or Victim Services 

agency's who have a legitimate need for 911 phones.  

      Saint James profits from your donation in two ways:  

       1.  The higher value phones are converted to cash 

and they send us that cash! 

       2.  If there is anyone in our congregation, or if you 
know of someone who needs a 911 cell phone, the 
company will send it to us free of charge.  Just call Bob 
or Joyce Van Zandt as 377-4681 and we will order one 

from the company.  

      You can place your used phones in the box located 
on the table in the West Hall.   Invite your friends and 
neighbors to donate their old phones.   They go for a good 

cause!  Thanks for your participation in this ministry.  
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JANUARY  2009  

~Birthdays & Anniversaries~  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 
 
 
Chuck & Millie 
Headley 

 
 

2 
JoDell Hawthorn 
Nancy Matosky 

3 
Eva Cobb 
Joyce VanZandt 

4  
Betty Kelly 
Philip Colandro 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
Kathy Stone 
 
 
 
 
Dale & Mary  Marden 

6 
Polly Rauh 
Florence Cost 
Joan Lowther 

7 
Rosemary Mumaw 

8 
Lee Rankin 
Joan Luppino 
 

9 
Jim Johnson 
Lisa Collins 

10 
Norma McBride 
Nancy Hickok 
Rebekah Joy Pfaff 

11 
Maggie Sumney 
Kevin Richter 

12 
 

13 
Charles Miller 
 
 
 
 
Jim  & Barbara Davis 

14 
Edna Ciszewski 

15 
 

16 
Jim Newcomb 

17 
Bev Noble 

18 
Bob Harper 

19 
Wilma Brown 
Sanford Mullet 

20 
Revella Lee 

21 22 23 
Melissa Gray 

24 

25 26 
Ginger Smathers 

27 28 
Clara Wilkes 

29 
Jerry Miller 
 
 
 
Arnie & Ann George 

30 
Eleanor Miller 

31 
Leone Ford 
Jack Cunningham 
 
 
Malcolm & Joan 
Lowther 
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