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ñWHY WE DO IT?ò 

 

 During these days of transition and change, itõs not unusual to 
hear the question, òwhy do we do this; ó  òwhatõs the reason for 
doing what weõre doing?ó These are really important questions and 
ones we ALL should clearly understand, right? Right!  We need to 
òget to the COREó of who we are and what  weõve been called to 

do as devoted followers of Jesus Christ.  

 Beginning February 8, for five weeks, we will be getting back 
into the basics and re -discovering the CORE of our ministry ð 

actually what is the directive behind our Mission and Vision of the Church.  This will be a series on òOUR 
Core Valuesó and a critically important time for us all to renew our understanding of ministry here at Saint 
James. I pray that you will not only plan to be present and participate in these weeks of our Core Values 
series but ALSO make it time to invite your friends because it would help others understand òwhoó Saint 
James is and òwható our Mission involves. The weeks following this series will be a basic beliefs series for 
all Christians called, òThe Case for Christianity ó.  This is a natural follow-up to our Core Values because it 
will help us renew our understanding of basic Christian Beliefs during the days that lead up to Palm Sunday, 
Holy Week and Easter (the season of Lent).   WOW, weõve got a lot of great opportunity in the weeks 
ahead, donõt we? What a tremendous time to invite friends, especially those for whom the Christian faith 

may be very new or about which they have questions. THIS is the time to invite them!  

Remembering our Vision Sunday last month, our priorities in ministry for 2009 include òPassionate 
Worshipó and òRadical Hospitality ó!   Just a couple thoughts Iõd care to share with you would encourage 
us all, during days of transition and change, to pray  for openness to the Spiritõs guidance and the Spiritõs 
patience to work with one another in times of change (which we ALL know arenõt easy days). We have such 
tremendous opportunity God has entrusted to us at Saint James and it will challenge us to some new 
experiences in WORSHIP and empower us to new expressions of HOSPITALITY. This is a way we build on our 
past traditions and legacies and create new expressions that will reach new persons for Christ, that we 
have yet to bring into the Body of Christ. Our call is the Great Commission from Matthew 28, òGo and make 
disciples of all people, baptizing them in the name of the Lord and teaching them the commands of the 
Lord.ó Everything we must engage is to fulfill this directive from Christ, the most effective way we can, 
with our most excellent leadership and use of gifts. We will all be growing, changing, learning, and 

engaging the Spirit in new and exiting, life -changing ways! 

I look forward to growing with you and treasure working with our Leadership Team of persons for 
2009 ð we have a great team of leaders in our church, PLEASE pray for them and for our church family 
regularly!!! Time to renew òWHY WE DO IT?ó and Claim our Core Values again.  Donõt miss it and discover 

the joy of sharing it with a friend!    See you in worship, dear friends!  

        Peace, 

         kim    <>< 

 

                 have you checked the church website lately?  

                         www.saintjamesumc.org    

http://www.saintjamesumc.org
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Dec 2008  12/7 12/14 12/21 12/24 12/28 

All Services  358 360 366 500 331 

Sunday School 58 48 52 N/A 41 

 

Mabel Hendrick 

September 27, 1941ð

December 12, 2008 

Long-time member and 

Singles Coordinator, Mabel 

Hendrick lost her valiant battle with cancer 

December 12th. Mabel had been a faithful and 

dedicated member of Saint James since she 

joined in 1998. Many knew her through her 

Kingdom Seekers Sunday School class, Discovery 

Night dinners and Small group study, and in the 

9:10 Life Anchor service. Though her illness 

forced her into wearing hats and depending on 

her walker for steadiness, her smile and 

hospitable nature were ever 

present. Mabel enjoyed 

studying genealogy and 

ancestry, and doted on her 

cats. 

She is survived by a cousin, 

Robert C Hoff of Tennessee. 

Services were held at Manasota Memorial 

Funeral Home in Bradenton on December 15, 

2008. 

Sybil Scandurra  

Aug. 7, 1918 -  Jan. 9, 2009  

 Sybil Scandurra, died Jan. 9 died peacefully 

at her home in Lakehouse West, where she had 

lived since August after suffering complications 

from a stroke and cancer. Services were held Jan. 

12th at Saint James. Survivors include daughters 

Phyllis Frederic (Craig), Gail Boyle (Bill, deceased) 

and Deborah Fehringer (Robert); grandchildren 

Timothy, Adrienne, Austin 

and Kara Sybil; cousins 

overseas; and many loving 

friends.  

 Sybil  was a resident of 

The Meadows for the last 

29 years, after relocating 

there from New York with 

her late husband Ted. Sybil 

enjoyed tennis, bridge and 

mahjongg and was an active member of The 

Meadows Country Club and the Daughters of the 

British Empire. Born in Tientsin, China, to English 

parents, she spent most of her youth in Shanghai, 

China, and emigrated to California in 1941. She 

traveled extensively and had friends and relatives 

around the world. Sybil  was a British subject until 

last year, when she became an American citizen. 

Her enthusiasm for life and all things fun and 

beautiful will be remembered by all who knew 

her.  

 Published in the Herald Tribune on 1/12/2009  

 Every boy in scouting learns the Boy Scout 

Oath:  ñOn my honor I will do my best To do my 

duty to God and my country and to obey the 

Scout Law; To help other people at all times; 

To keep myself physically strong, mentally 

awake, and morally straight.ò  

 What more could parents ask of their sons 

(or daughters) than a pledge such as that? As 

Christians we should be pleased to host troops 

of Boy and Girl Scouts in our churches.  FEBRUARY 

8th  
Operating Budget :  

      Received $ 513,535.00 

 Budget Amount $  523,435.00        

       Under Budget:  $       9,900.00  

  Building Fund:   

 Received $     139,072.00 

 Budget Amount $    149,810.00 

 Under Budget:      $      10,738.00        

December 2008  
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COUPLEôS RETREAT 
AT LEESBURG  

 MARCH 13 -15 AND 20 -22  
 
 I eagerly encourage all 
couples to attend the 
Coupleõs Retreat even if you 
and/or spouse also are 
attending or have attended 
the respective Menõs and 
Womenõs Retreats. If you 
cannot attend both the 
individual and coupleõs 
retreats then choose the 
Coupleõs Retreat. I assure you 
it will be a time of 
togetherness and a spiritually 
engaging experience for you 
both as you spend time with 
each other in a truly holy 
place.  If you have not been 
to a Leesburg Retreat to 
enjoy the beauty and serenity 
of the grounds, the lake that 
surrounds it and the Spirit of 
God surrounding you ð you 

need to go.  

  Also, if you are already 
planning to go PLEASE LET 
ME KNOW so that I can 
coordinate you with the 
other Saint James folks who 
are going. We carpool so 
not everyone has to drive 
unless you prefer to drive 
yourselves in which case I 
would still appreciate 
knowing who is going. P.Sé
You do not have to be a 
member of St. James in 
order to join us at these 
Retreats.  Have friends from 
another church or out of town 
wishing to join you or us? Not 
a Problem. Let me know. For 
more details or just a 
question, please call 
Margaret Hackett 952 -9132.  
Please leave a message and 
your  phone # 
if I do not 

answer. 

 

* Forgiven is the 

Praise Band from 

Rockledge UMC. 

Hannah is the 

powerhouse voice 

coming from 10-

year-old HANNAH 

Valdez. The band is 

made up of (left -to -

right ) Carl Cazessus/Drummer; Rex Garner /Bass; 

Cheryl Valdez/ Vocals; Hannah Valdez /Vocals; Jerry 

Pastore /Band Leader/Guitarist; Kimberly Wood /

Vocals. (Al Williams/ Sales Managerñnot pictured.)  

Q:  What was most memorable  about this retreat weekend?  

A:   HANNAH!!! Oooowow! And that Praise Bandñ-Forgiven*. 

A:   Rev Geraldine McClellan was awesome, too!  

  Yeah, Geraldine was a fantastic speaker, she RESONATED!  

A:   The peaceful surroundings, the lakeside views, & the delicious Food!    

  The weather cooperated and warmed up.  

A:   The sharing, the sisters-in-Christ. 

Womenõs Retreat Leesburg 

BOOK NOTES ð Lois King, Church Librarian 

 At various points in my life, I have 

read extensively from different authors. 

Recently I have profited from Philip 

Yanceyôs books. In our church library we have: 

Disappointed with God (231.7 Y); Finding God in 

Unexpected Places (242 Y); Prayer: Does It 

Make a Difference? (248.3 Y); Reaching for the 

Invisible God (231 Y); Whatôs So Amazing About 

Grace? (234 Y); Where Is God When It Hurts? 

(248.8 Y); The Bible Jesus Read (221 Y).  

 This writer has struggled with many 

problems in his life and shares his thoughts and 

experiences generously. Happy, profitable 

reading!  - Lois 
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X = Kiss  During the 

Middle Ages, when few people 

were able to write, many 

documents were signed with an X. 

Signers kissed the letter to affirm their 

sincerity in the same way they kissed 

the Bible when taking an oath.  

 The letter X wasnõt selected at 

random. It was the sign of St. Andrew, 

who was crucified on an X-shaped cross. 

The X implied a sacred promise to fulfill 

oneõs obligation in the saintõs name.  

 The Scholarship Committee invites you to 

join our scholarship 

recipients on their journey 

through higher education. 

The Pathway becomes more joyful because of 

the support of the congregation through our 

awards given twice a year. This fund is a 

sustaining fund and like any funds "invested" 

though safe does not earn the yields it once did. 

No matter its yields it always needs replenishing 

to be sustained. But what we sow in this fund 

reaps an investment never taken away from the 

award recipient....a stake in their education and 

thus a stake in their future.  

 March is Scholarship Campaign emphasis 

month which will begin on Sunday March 8th. 

There will be special envelopes in the pew 

holders marked for Scholarship. We thank all of 

you who think of the Fund all year long by 

celebrating your birthdays, anniversaries or 

honoring a friend by contribution to the 

Scholarship Fund. All of you who have supported 

the Scholarship Fund can know 

you have made a difference. The 

Scholarship Committee and, most 

important of all, the award 

recipients are blessed by your 

generous giving. 

Sweetheart Dinner  

Friday, February 13th  

7:00 pm 

Fellowship Hall  

Dinner Choices:  

Spaghetti with meat sauce  

Shepardõs Pie 

Ticket pricesñ$10.00  

$12.00 at the door  

Proceeds will help send our children to summer 

camp, giving them a positive start to their 

summer break.  Without your help many of our 

children will not be able to have this wonderful 

experience.  

Sweetheart Dinner presented by K & C PartyPlus 
For questions, see Christina Erickson 

WE CAN HELP YOU AVOID 

A STROKE ð  

Where: Saint James United Methodist Church  

When: Friday, March 27, 2009  

Pre-registration is REQUIRED.  

Call: 1-800-679-5192  

Source Code: HSC6029 

The National Stroke Association provides these 

facts:   º 4 out of 5 stoke victims had no apparent 

warning signs  

 º 80% of strokes can be prevented  

The quick and painless tests include Stroke,  Vascular 

Disease (Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm & Peripheral Arterial 

Disease) and Heart Rhythm  for only $139; Osteoporosis  screening 

can be added for $10 more---all 5 tests for $149. You will receive 

your results in 21 days. These screenings cannot detect all forms 

of stroke and heart disease and do not replace regular contact 

and follow up with your physician. [MasterCard, VISA, Discover, 

American Express accepted. The cost of these screening services is NOT 

REIMBURSIBLE by Medicare.  

Life Line Screening does not file insurance claims.]  
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