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When Jesus saysé 

         ñAll I Want for Christmasé..ò 

 One of the most exciting times of the year IS HERE!!  

This season of preparation seems to always be so very busy 

and full of many events, yet still it is filled with joy, 

celebration and opportunity!  There is no event or 

experience in a yearõs time that has the potential impact 

on the greatest number of people, worldwide, like occurs 

at Christmas! And, then to realize the Church is at the 

heart of this single most valuable experience, canõt help 

but challenge us to make it our best! Godõs power and influence in the world has its greatest 

opportunity during this time and HE has entrusted to us, the Church, the privilege and responsibility 

of communicating the message and experience to all the world, beginning at home!  

 This year during Advent, we are being led by the series in worship, òAll I Want for Christmaséó  

This is a chance to look at the message from Jesus Christõs perspective, if Jesus were completing 

the sentence, òAll I Want for Christmas é. Is for you to love one another; is to have a ôfull-term 

faith;õ is to remember the poor;  is to Welcome the Child.ó  And all of this leads us to an 

òUnconventional Birthdayó on Christmas Eve!  Begin making your plans now to, not only attend one 

of the Christmas Eve services, but also to INVITE someone to attend with you or be a guest at one 

of the Eve services this year.  

 The òChristmas Under the Starsó service at 6pm on Christmas Eve was very well attended last 

year. We expect to have a record attendance again this year and create a nativity scene experience 

where all present will feel engaged in the birth of the Christ Child ð weõll all be òin the sceneó! This 

will be a truly phenomenal time of worship and celebration. ALSO, you may attend the 8pm 

Christmas Eve service, òIn the Midst of the Candlelight ,ó held in the sanctuary. This is a traditional 

service of seven Lessons and Carols including favorite carols, creative media and arts, as well as the 

beautiful experience of Christmas candlelight!  

 I can only imagine, if Jesus were sharing with us what HE WANTS for Christmas this year, it 

would certainly include our preparing for HIS event with our greatest efforts and excitement filled 

with authentic anticipation and purposeful power! Letõs not miss our greatest opportunity to reach 

others for Christ and, as well, share the JOY with others so that we ALL will 

ôwelcome the Childõ this year!   

 I canõt wait to experience the ôUnconventional birthdayõ with you and Welcome 

Christ into our lives again, with a full -term faith!! Our worship design team has 

done such tremendous work through creative planning, prayer, and preparation, 

there are surprises for the days ahead you simply canõt miss!  I pray that this is our 

greatest season of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.            Peace, kim     <>< 
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Office Volunteers Needed!!  

Do you like to fold?   

   We need bulletin, bulk 

 mail and  ChurchBeat 

 folders!   

Do you like to type?  

   We need volunteers to type in recipes.  

Do you want to help at the receptionist 

desk?   

Call the church office!  

941-377-6180  

 
 
 
 
 

Marian E. Hrehocik  
November 10, 1918 - November 12, 2009  

 

 Marian E. Hrehocik, 91, of the city of 

Sarasota and Manatee County, formerly of 

McKeesport, PA, died November 12, 2009.   

Services will be at 9:30 am December 5 at 

Life Care Center of Sarasota. 

 Survivors include her daughters Claire 

Boyd of Sarasota and Mary Beth Krenitsky of 

St. Petersburg; a son, John of Newark, DE; 

seven grandchildren; and five great -

grandchildren.  

Laura Leigh Lederman  
August 9, 1930 - 

November 18, 2009  
  

 Laura Leigh Lederman, 

79, of Sarasota, formerly of 

Maumee, Ohio, died Nov. 18, 2009. 

Services were held on Monday, November 23 at 

Saint James United Methodist Church, Sarasota. 

Arrangements are by National Cremation & Burial 

Society, Sarasota.  

 Survivors include her loving husband and best 

friend of 57 years, William; daughters Patsy Storm 

of Naperville, Ill., Linda Kirby of Sarasota and 

Brenda Zimmerman of Sarasota; a brother, Joseph 

McCormick of Falling Waters, W. Va.; 10 

grandchildren; and five great -grandchildren.  

Laura was preceded in death by her daughter, 

Paula Ann Meyer. 

 She was a member of Saint James United 

Methodist Church and the church choir. She 

was a master quilter and member of the 

Friendship Knot Quilters Guild, a past member 

of the Sarasota Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 

84, and a member of the Golden City Woman's 

Club. 

 In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may 

be made to the American Cancer Society for 

Ovarian Cancer research.  

Alice (Fran) Collins  
August 11, 1920 - 

November 22, 2009  

 

 Alice F. Collins, 89, of 

Sarasota, formerly of 

Venice, died peacefully 

November 22nd  with her 

family at her side.  

 A memorial service will be held at Saint 

James on Tuesday, December 8th at 2pm.  

Packer Funeral Home was in charge of the 

arrangements.  

 Survivors include sons Ralph of Grand 

Blanc, MI, Mark of Sarasota, and Graig of Lake 

Orion, MI; a brother, Russell of Dearborn 

Heights, MI; six grandchildren; and nine great -

grandchildren.  

 Alice was a member of Calusa Lakes Golf & 

Country Club. Donations may be made to Saint 

James United Methodist Church Music 

Department or TideWell Hospice and Palliative 

Care. 

http://media.legacy.com/accipiter/adclick/CID=0000010ba5d1031b00000000/acc_random=4793663423/pageid=4776459561/prod=1/site=Legacy/area=HeraldTribune.16/zone=lifestory/aamsz=CLIO/position=1/ccid=267/aamgnrc1=American%20Cancer%20Society/relocate=https%3A/www.ca
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Resurrection House has 

begun to accept used 

bicycles (including ones 

requiring repair) to 

refurbish. They will then 

gift them to the homeless to 

provide needed 

transportation to work.   

To donate, please contact 

Bea Swanson at  

941-365-7839. 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

We are again decorating our sanctuary with 

Christmas Poinsettias for the Christmas  Eve 

services. 

  If you wish to participate in this 

Christmas tradition and order one or more 

poinsettias in memory or in honor of 

someone, please fill out the form below and submit it to the church 

office or place in the offering plate.  Each poinsettia will cost $7.00; 

make checks payable to Saint James UMC and indicate under 

ñspecialsò it is for poinsettias. Deadline: Sunday, December 20  

                         

(Note: If you wish, you may take your  

poinsettia home after Christmas Eve  

evening service.) 

  Name:     

Phone:     

In Honor Of:     

In Memory Of:   

# Ordered:     Remittance:       

 Cash $    Check #     

Ǐ I want to take my poinsettia(s) home.  

Ǐ I will take my poinsettia(s) to:      

Ǐ I want my poinsettia(s) to go to:      

(Name of shut-in)  

 Grace Circle is delighted and thrilled to report that 100 Shoeboxes were 

delivered to the Cornerstone Baptist Church after they were dedicated at our 

Church Services. From there the members of Cornerstone Baptist packed the 

ōƻȄŜǎ ƛƴ ƘǳƎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴΩǎ tǳǊǎŜ 

trucks to head to Boone, NC to begin their delivery around the world! Thank you each and everyone of you 

that participated in this project.  Whether you brought in a shoebox, wrapped a box, filled a box, or donated 

money for shopping, you are responsible for bringing one hundred smiles around the world!  Grace Circle 

A Note From 

Rebecca  
(your health advisor)  

Continue to drink your water!  I 

am giving you the month of 

December off to enjoy the 

holidays, but I will be back with 

health awareness articles in 

January!  God Bless and Merry 

Christmas!!!            Rebecca 



DECEMBER  

2009  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 
Harold & Dorothy  
   Eady 

2 
MaryAnn  
   Swartzwalder- 
   Morrison 
Dave Strait 
 
 
John & Margaret  
   Hackett 

3 
Dottie Knight 
Betty Gaskill 
 
 
 
 
Ron & Laura Lee 
   Winkler 

4 5 
Stephanie Strait 
 

6 
Elizabeth Katz 
Judy Shannon 

7 
Hal Turley 
Paul McCurdy 
Chris Strait 

8 9 10 
Richard Buckley 
 

11 
Alisia Mora 

12 
Vickie Bruce 
Shayne Williams 
Dylan Ramsey 
 
Russell & Dorothy 
   Hopkins 

13 
Barbara Davis 
 

14 
Jim Wilson 

15 
Kathy Clayton 
Leslie Pike 
 

16 
Rhonda Puhaly 
 

17 
Elsie Payne 

18 
Bryan Bruce 

19 
Loryne Woods 
 
Jim & Linda  
   Crouse 

20 21 
Ena Prestamo 
Victoria Williams 

22 
Travis Robert 

23 24 
Linda Vanderpool 
Joan Eidsvold 
Kristin Mosser 
 
Rex & Jean 
   Harrison 

25 
Ron Claunch 
Vera Bellanca 
John Hackett 

26 

27 
Peg Hartley 

28 
Chuck Headley 
Kathy Boley 

29 
Cal Knight 
 

30 
Bob Webb 
Ken Smathers 
Gene Blamble 
 
Bill & Francis 
   Doyle 
Dave & Donna  
   Greenwood 

31 
Darwin Bucy 
Zora Bankston 
 
Bryan & Vickie 
   Bruce 
James & Dorothy 
   Robbins 
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 ά¢ƘŜ IƻƳŜŎƻƳƛƴƎέ  
A Smoky Mountain  

Christmas Story 
Saturday, December 19 th  

7:00 pm  

Sunday, December 20 th  

 4:00 pm  

Both performances will take place 
in the Sanctuary  

 

Come Early For Complimentary Holiday Treats 

served before the production and during 

intermission.  
 

 A 75 minute, fun, humorous and dramatic òbluegrass/

countryó spin on the wonderful Christmas story. 
 

Among our talented singers/actors will be guests 

from the Sarasota / Bradenton area professional 

stage and cabaret circuits.  
 

 Soé If country fiddlinõ and line dancinõ is your 

definition of family fun, DONõT MISS THIS!!! 

Free Admission  
 

Free Will Offering at Intermission  
 

Presented by Saint James United Methodist Church  Music, 
Drama and Dance Ministries  

 

LaTerry & Tammy Elaine Butler, Producers & Directors  

 

Wednesday, December 2 nd 

 Hanging of the Greens    5:45 pm 
 Starting at 5:45 with dinner followed by Hanging of the Greens  

Friday, December 4 th  

 Open House at the Joynerõs   6:00 pm 

Wednesday, December 9 th  

 Brown Bag Pageant   5:45 pm 
 Starting at 5:45 with dinner  

Friday, December 11 th  

 Youth Progressive Dinner  5:00 pm 

Friday, December 18 th  

 Christmas Caroling  5:30 pm 
 Followed by Coffee, hot chocolate and snacks  

Saturday, December 19 th   

 òThe Homecomingó  7:00 pm 
 Musical Drama for the Entire Family  

Sunday, December 20 th  

 òThe Homecomingó  4:00 pm 
 Musical Drama for the Entire Family  

Thursday, December 24 th  

 Christmas Eve under the Stars  6:00 pm 
 Contemporary Engaging Experience of Christmas Worship  

   

 In The Midst of Candlelight   8:00 pm 
 Traditional Lessons and Carols 

Christmas  
        
2009 

THE MINISTRY OF JESUS CHRIST 

THROUGH MEN 

The vision of the United Methodist Men 

of Saint James is helping men to grow in 

Christ, so that they can òBring Christ to 

people by bringing people to Christ.ó 

The UMM is a core group of men, 

partnering with our pastor, to invite and initiate 

spiritual growth opportunities for all the men of 

Saint James. These opportunities include the 

diverse ministries of our church, such as small 

groups, prayer groups, missions, Bible studies, 

Emmaus groups, teaching Sunday school classes, 

youth ministries, scouting, mentoring, assisting 

in worship services, participating on committees 

or in workshops and seminars. These are just a 

few of the ways that the men of Saint James can 

be Disciples of Christ. The focus of Saint James 

(continued on last page) (continued from page 6) 

FAITH COMMITMENT CARDS 

If you have not returned your 

Faith Commitment card to the 

office, please  do so as soon as 

possible.   This will help us 

determine our ministries for 

2010.  Thanks!          The Stewardship Team 


