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"MAKE IT TO THE PEAK?ó  

 

As we begin April, we are into the season of some of the most significant experiences of our Christian Faith! 

Will you 'make it to the peak' of these days? This Sunday, April 5, is Palm Sunday (Passion Sunday), which 

begins HOLY WEEK (Passion Week, it may be called) remembering the days of the Passion of Jesus Christ! 

During this week we are to remember, reflect and re-experience the passion and life of Jesus Christ. The 

Ultimate Peak moment of the Passion Week came for Christ on that first Resurrection Morning - Easter!   Will 

you make it to that PEAK this year, after taking the journey of Holy Week with Christ?  

This Sunday, April 5, will be PALM SUNDAY and all our times of worship will be particularly planned with high energy and unique 

elements of worship to begin Holy Week. This Sunday in our series, "The Case for Christianity" will focus on 'The Case for Life-

Change' that is open to all of us and will come to culmination on Easter morning. This Palm Sunday will have surprises in worship and 

also include Holy Communion in each service. Wednesday, April 8, we have our regular Discovery Night dinner yet this Holy Week, 

we will have THE small group meeting for the final session of "The Case for Christ" study. It will be a most significant evening as this 

study comes to an end during such appropriate days! THURSDAY, APRIL 9, IS MAUNDY THURSDAY, and we will have a special time of 

worship and celebration at 7pm in the fellowship hall. This will be an experiential worship service remembering the "LAST SUPPER" and 

including a simple 'love feast' which will lead us to a time for all to be 'seated at the table of Christ's Invitation' for the evening.  This 

time together will definitely offer you and your friends an experience unlike anything you've ever done before - You WILL BE 

engaged!!! 

GOOD FRIDAY, the next day, we will have the sanctuary open from 12noon until 8pm for persons to come and pray recalling in your 

heart and mind, the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for us all. Also, pray for the guests who will be in worship with us during these Holy Days 

of worship and for our church family to be open in heart and mind to all we may engage, during this time!  SATURDAY, APRIL 11, is our 

annual CHILDREN'S MINISTRY EASTER EGG HUNT CELEBRATION at 10am.  THEN is the great Resurrection Morning, EASTER 

MORNING, APRIL 12! Plan to begin the morning with us at the SUNRISE SERVICE, 7AM, on our Church campus. Then you may want to 

invite or bring a friend with you to one of the other services at 9am or 11am. The Easter Worship Celebrations will truly be a highlight 

experience in worship for ALL you attend. You will be engaged by the Holy Spirit, experience high energy worship, and participate in 

creative and special elements of worship. WOW, GOD IS DOING SO MUCH IN US AND THROUGH US! These Holy Week 

experiences may have an impact on your life and those around you, like never before! Won't you give it a chance! 

Following Easter, we will begin a new series in worship called, "If Jesus Ran the World..." This will be a great follow-up to Easter as 

we discover how Jesus would lead in our daily lives and the world around us. Some pieces of this 5 part series will ask, "If Jesus Ran 

the United Nations, or 'Wall Street', or Cable TV, or a Cruise Line, OR.... Your Life!??" 

I know this will be a popular and interesting series, you'll want to mark your calendars even now, to begin and prepare for these days! 

I'm looking forward to the experiences of worship with you! Don't miss it and INVITE a friend to share it with you! Make It to the 

PEAK!  peace, kim    <>< 

    senior pastor   

PS...Can you believe I made it all the way through the article without mentioning MARCH MADNESS?! I can hardly believe it 

myself - this is such a great time for basketball and a very exciting season as well. This truly IS a time where there is a spir it of 

excitement, experience of challenge and struggle of pain, and joy or celebration found in the 'Victory'!! May it be so with u s in 

our Christian Journey during this time as well!!  
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Feb 2008  02/01 02/08 02/15 02/22 

All Services  354 475 471 409 

Sunday Small 

Groups 
62 49 46 53 

Geri Anderson & Jerry Getsay  
April 5, 2009 ñ5:00 pm  

Geri Anderson and Jerry 

Getsay invite everyone to their 

wedding celebration on Sunday, 

April 5 th at 5 pm here at the 

church.  In lieu of gifts, Geri 

and Jerry ask that you make donations to the  

Saint James Early Learning Academy. 

Operating Budget :  

      Received $ 75,610.00 

 Budget Amount $ 97,552.00          

       Under Budget:  $    21,942.00  

  Building Fund:   

 Received $     15,366.00   

 Budget Amount $    24,968.00 

 Under Budget:      $      9,602.00  

February 2008  
Commitment Report From  

The Stewardship Team     

       2008      2009     Increase 

General      $ 303,492.40 $ 352,670.00   $ 49,177.60 

Building  $ 107,930.12 $ 114,013.00   $   6,082.88 

Total Increase         $ 55,260.48  

Total Commitments             2008       2009   

 An increase of 16                      139       155                 
 

MARCH WAS 

SCHOLARSHIP 

MONTH  

Carol Hatch  

 The Scholarship Committee and the Award Recipients 

would like to thank all of you who have donated to the 

Fund during the March campaign month. And a special 

thank you for all of you who remember the Fund by 

celebrating your birthday and anniversaries. Your support 

of the scholarships means so much to those furthering their 

education. After May 1 the Scholarship Applications for the 

June period will be available in the Church Office. The 

applications and all the accompanying documents must be 

returned by 4 pm June 5. If you did not apply in the Fall 

and have been a member of St. James for one year you 

are eligible to apply. Thank you again to all the donors for 

making this process possible! 

The 4th & 5th Grade Small Group on Sunday morning 

continues its mission outreach by donating all 

pennies collected  in April to Heifer International! 

Keep those pennies coming!!! 

HAVE YOU EVER WONDEREDé? 

1.What We Believeé 

2. Who We Areé 

3. How We Connecté 
 

Sundays:  

April 19 th , April 26 th  and May 3rd  

5:30ñ8:00 pm  
 

Please join us for a complementary meal and 

great conversation ñ whether you are a 

longtime member, a new member or you just 

want to know more about the United 

Methodist Church and Saint James.  
 

Led by Pastor Kim and Brian Russell  



ChurchBeat                                                        Page 3                                                       April 2009  

A HUGE THANK YOU 

TO OMER 

QUESNEL OF 

YORK REAL ESTATE  

é...for the donation of the food and drinks 

at the Transition House Open House on 

Saturday, March 7th.  Thank you!!!!  

Christian Friends: 

I thank each of you for your 
cards, calls, prayers and 
thoughts that I received during 

my illness. 

It was truly uplifting and 
heartwarming to be the 
recipient of the love of so 

many. 

I look forward to worshiping 
with you and resuming my full role in the life of 

Saint James very soon.   Lacy Ray  

PLAQUE READS:  

TO HONOR THE DEDICATION 

OF THE  

ST. JAMES TRANSITION HOUSE  

St. James United Methodist Church  

In Collaboration with FAMILY PROMISE of 

SARASOTA, INC.  

Saturday, March 7, 2009  

Pictured left to right: John Gray, St. James Transition House Coordinator; Lisa J. Hagerman, Agent for Family Promise 

of Sarasota, Inc.; Pastor Kim M Joyner, representing St. James UMC-Owner of Saint James Transition House. 

 Thank you for all your kind thoughts 

and prayers during Sharonõs illness over 

the past year and especially since the 

beginning of 2009.  Your support has 

meant so much to me and the rest of the 

family.  

 Your gifts of cards, flowers, dinners and 

service to me and the family have been very 

uplifting and certainly eased our burden 

throughout this difficult time.  It is at times 

like these that the support of friends like 

you becomes so special and I feel very 

blessed to have you all in my life. 

Thank you!  Chip Newberger 

Dear Saint James Church Family,  

I am so blessed to have such a 
wonderful church family.  Your 
prayers, concern and support 
through this difficult time in my 
life will be remembered and cherished always.  I 
know that Bill will rest easy in his new home 

knowing he left me in your care.  

Thank you with all my heart.  Your faithful friend,               

Sennie Lansdowne and family 
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Worship Design 
Sanctuary Update   

Sarah Colandro  

 The Worship Design Task 

Force has taken a couple 

small first steps at 

simplifying the stage area of 

the sanctuary.   I say "first steps" because we will 

continue to get together with Pastor Kim, Director 

LaTerry Butler, and other worship leaders to decide 

what other steps can be done.   We have to figure 

out what needs to be on stage, where the best 

placement is for everything, how things are used, 

how often they are used, etc.   The main goals of 

this exercise are to make the stage as efficient and 

flexible as it can be; increase the amount of room 

available for  dance ministry, guest musicians, 

dramatic skits, etc; remove  barriers between the 

singers and the congregation; and perhaps most 

importantly to reduce the amount of "visual clutter" 

- to limit  distractions that take our focus away from 

the message. 

 Some of you have commented that removing the 

dividers between the congregation & 

singers resulted in showing too many 

microphone cords, music stands, etc.  

We hope to relieve this in the future by 

purchasing wireless microphones for the 

ensemble.  A special fund raiser would have to be 

set up to raise the money, which is approximately 

$5,000. 

 Other comments received stem from moving the 

altar and cross to the front of the floor rather than 

up on the stage.  This step was implemented so that 

the altar and cross are close and accessible to the 

congregation, as a symbol that Christ is among us, 

and is never out of anyoneõs reach.  It also places 

the altar in a position where everyone in the 

sanctuary (congregation, pastor, choir, musicians, 

etc) is facing the altar during worship.  In addition, 

we plan to mount a large cross on the front wall in 

the sanctuary so that Christõs 

sacrifice and resurrection are the 

predominant visual symbol in the 

space. 

 We are also exploring the idea 

of adding acoustical panels to the rear walls of the 

sanctuary to relieve some of the echo of sound, and 

make our sound system work more effectively.  The 

cost to install these panels is being researched.  This 

may be added to the special fund raiser so we can 

implement it along with the new microphones.  

 The comment that òwe have a sanctuary, not a 

theatreó has been expressed several times.  The 

Team wishes to assure everyone that the changes to 

the stage are being done to help us present the 

message of the Gospel in the best way we are able.  

To do that, the stage must be as flexible as possible 

to allow for varied types of ministries 

and presentations.  Whatever ends up on 

the stage will be there because it helps 

us focus on the message.  We are ALL in 

agreement that the only sacred thing in 

our building is the Gospel itself.  

 We welcome your feedback, and invite you to 

participate in our next meeting. If you are unable to 

join us, please feel free to leave your comments & 

suggestions in my mailbox in room 304, or send an 

email to me at sarahcolandro@yahoo.com.  

Altar Flowers   

 If you would like to donate 

altar flowers for the worship 

service as a òMemorialó or òIn 

Honor Ofó a special person or event, please choose 

a Sunday and sign your name.  Please indicate the 

person and/or event to be remembered so that it 

will appear as you would like in the Sunday bulletin.   

 Current cost of Altar Flowers is $40.00 and can 

be remitted with your Sunday offering under 

òSpecialsó.  Please indicate that the òSpecialó is for 

flowers.   

 Following the 11am service, you may take the 

flowers with you or you may designate them for a 

shut-in.  Otherwise, they will be distributed to the 

sick and/or homebound members of our 

congregation, as a gift from you.  More than one 

arrangement may be ordered for each Sunday.   
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

   1 
Judi Miller 
Marcia Mulvaney 
 

2 
Nancy Winding 
Joyce Ferguson 
Brad Hahn 
 

3 
James Robbins 
Ralph Stephenson 

4 
Marilyn 
Cunningham 
Suzanne Cline 

5 
 
 
 
 
Bill & Laura  
    Lederman 
Dwight & Aija Ball 

6 
 
 
 
 
Sam & Bee 
   Rudawsky 

7 
Esther Handy 
Ken Dotzour 

8 
 

9 
Bailey Pilat 

10 
Gloria Schmid 

11 

12 
Genny Christman 
Chuck McLuckey 
 
 
 
Jim & Harriett  
   Newcomb 

13 
Jackie 
Daubenspeck 
Nancy Mullet 
Pam Pierce 
 
Marko & Maggie 
   Sumney 

14 
Carolyn Rice 

15 
Naomi Mellott 
Walt Egan 
Bill Hickok 
Ron Clayton 
 
Francis & Barbara  
   Jim 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
Bruce & Mary 
   Waddell 

17 
Sam Rudawsky 
 
 
 
 
Larry & Carmen 
   Miller 

18 
Jerry Westberry 
 
 
 
 
Robert & Jean 
   Flugel 

19 
Erwin Kelly 
Dale Marden 

20 21 
Meryl Sclater 
 
 
 
 
Luis & Frances 
   Tamayo 

22 
Mary Marden 

23 24 
Linda Crouse 
Bill Bennett 

25 
Brad Collins 
 
 
 
 
Hal & Jan Turley 

26 
Madonna  
  Clements 
 

27 
Dee OôNeal 
Henry Lee 
Linda Moore 

28 
Dwight Ball 
Bo Benac 
Alyssa Cortijo 

29 
Patti Fortin 
 
 
 
 
Marque & Sharon 
   Lynche 

30 
Brett Pike 

  

2009  

Consider making a 

donation to the 

Scholarship Fund on your 

birthday. Thank you!  
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