
ñlife interrupted ò 

 This most exciting season of the year is here!  Itôs Advent and 

Christmas time! Advent is the time BEFORE Christmas intended 

for us to intentionally prepare for the ñChrist Eventò of Christmas. 

Any major, significant experience in life requires tremendous 

preparation and the season of Advent helps us be ready, most 

appropriately, for Christmas. There are four Sundays of Advent 

which will lead us to the Christ Event celebrated on Christmas 

Eve during our celebration services! The exhilarating experiences 

of worship will engage each of us with the Spirit of Christ during 

this culmination of the preparation. Christmas Eve services will 

be phenomenal opportunities to share the message God sends IN Christ! 

 THIS year it seems there is a tremendous amount of fear, turmoil, worry, and panic in our communities, 

culture, society, and our lives. We are all anticipating ñchangeò and pray for the new direction we discover to be 

positive, right? As believers in Christ, members of the Body of Christ ï the Church ï we do carry the privilege 

and opportunity of Godôs message within us that NEEDS TO BE PROCLAIMED strongly this season! The 

ñchangeò needed is the one created by God in our hearts and the transformation Christ does in us, as we 

receive Him into our lives and allow HIS leadership in our hearts! 

 At the time of Mary and Joseph, years ago, God interrupted their lives with a message and a plan that 

changed their lives forever! Still today, God interrupts our lives with His message and plan; this season is OUR 

time to share the story in óreal lifeô for our community today! I invite you to engage this Advent season like never 

before because God is doing something extremely creative through us at Saint James. These will be exciting 

days and a critically essential time for us to REACH OUT into our community to tell HIS STORY of Christ 

ñinterrupting our worldò for a new change to affect all lives, positively and forever!!  Our worship series is called: 

ñlife interrupted.ò  We will learn about the interruption to Mary, Joseph, the 

people of their time and to our time today! If there is ever a time for YOU TO 

CONSIDER inviting a friend, someone you value as a friend or someone 

asking questions about God, INVITE THEM TO WORSHP and particularly 

consider inviting ALL to our Christmas Eve services. Those services will be 

something you want to share with others and we will honor God with our 

best, during these experiences! Mark your calendar NOW, donôt miss these 

days of preparation, which will make the Christ Event of Christmas an ñover 

the topò encounter!   

 I got ñgoose bumpsò alreadyé.. 

ñlife interruptedò é get ready for the óride!ô  

 Peace, kim <>< 
  kim m joyner,  senior pastor 
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 October 2008   

 

Operating Budget :   

      

 Received        $       385,636.09 

           Budget Amount   $        436,195.50 

            Under Budget:   -$         50,557.71  

   

 Building Fund:   

 Received:           $        120,549.25 

 Budget Amount   $        124,841.70  

 Under Budget:    -$          4,292.45         

Oct. 2008  10/5 10/12 10/19 10/26 

All Services  302 320 UNITY 290 

7:45 am  32 30  35 

9:10am 203 137 227 164 

11am  63 63  91 

JACKIE YEAGER  

October 3, 1930  - November 22, 2008 

MEMORIAL SERVICE WILL BE DECEMBER 6TH AT 

2pm. ALL ARE WELCOME TO CELEBRATE HER 

LIFE. 

OUR CONDOLENCES TO HER 

HUSBAND BILL AND ALL THE 

FAMILY. 

The SOLOS will 

have lunch at 

Mamma 

hƴŜǎǘƛΩǎΣ 

Italian 

Restaurant, on 

Monday, December 1st. The restaurant 

is located at 8453 Cooper Creek Blvd. 

We will meet there at 1pm. 

Call Bette Pickett  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
November 30 th   
 Hanging of the Greens    4:00 pm 
 
December 5 th  
 Christmas Caroling (visiting our shut -ins)   
    5:30 pm 
 Followed by Coffee, hot chocolate and snacks 

 
December 20 th   
 òOne Quiet Nightó  7:00 pm 
 Musical Drama for the Entire Family  
 
December 21 st 
 òOne Quiet Nightó  4:00 pm 
 Musical Drama for the Entire Family  

 
December 22 nd 
 Open House at the Joynerõs   5:00 pm 
 
December 24 th  
 Christmas Eve under the Stars  6:00 pm 
 Contemporary Engaging Experience of Christmas 
 Worship  

   

 Traditional Candlelight Service   8:00 pm 
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To my 40õs, 50õs and Oh so fabulous sisters: 

 THANK YOU so much for sharing in the celebration of our new home. Thank you for the fun, food, 

fellowship and the wonderful gifts. I am truly blessed to have you fabulous ladies in my life :)  

(You too Derek) 

       Love, Lisa Collins 

Remember 
This December,  

That LOVE weighs more than gold!  

-Josephine Dodge Daskam Bacon  

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

We are again decorating our sanctuary with 

Christmas Poinsettias for the Christmas  Eve 

services. 

  If you wish to participate in this Christmas 

tradition and order one or more poinsettias in 

memory or in honor of someone, please fill out the form below and 

submit it to the church office or place in the offering plate.  Each 

poinsettia will cost $8.00; make checks payable to Saint James UMC 

and indicate under ñspecialsò it is for poinsettias.    Deadline: 

Sunday, December 21 st     

                                                                                          (Name of shut-in) 

 

(Note: If you wish, you may take your  

poinsettia home after Christmas Eve  

evening service.) 

  Name:     

Phone:     

In Honor Of:     

In Memory Of:   

# Ordered:     Remittance:       

 Cash $    Check #     

Ǐ I want to take my poinsettia(s) home.  

Ǐ I will take my poinsettia(s) to:      

Ǐ I want my poinsettia(s) to go to:      

 A RECORD IS SET FOR 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS 
CHILDð 128 BOXES!  Your 

generosity is overwhelming and so 

appreciated by Grace Circle but more 

importantly by those 128 children that 

will have the opportunity to open those 

wonderful boxes! So many of you 

shopped and filled the boxes to the 

brim, others gave money so that we 

could fill 27 boxes and donate the 

shipping cost for them.  

 And thank you to the Grace Circle 

elves that wrapped close to 70 boxes 

a n d a l l 

o f 

y o u 

who 

contributed those boxes to wrap! A 

special thank you to Ginger Smathers 

who helped with shopping, filling 

boxes and delivering them to the 

"elves" at Cornerstone Baptist for their 

next step for delivery around the 

world. God Bless All of You! 

 -Carol Hatch, Leader Grace Circle  
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Attention!! 

Attention!!  

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 

ARE NOW FOR SALE IN THE 

OFFICE FOR ONLY $30 .00 

EACH.  PLEASE HELP TO 

SUPPORT THE UNITED 

METHODIST WOMEN AND 

OUR MISSION PROJECTS! 

The Ditchfield Family 

Singers are often 

referred to as 

Florida's version of 

The Von Trapps.    Led 

by parents Stephen and 

Bernice, the family includes 

son, Nathanael and his wife 

Regina, daughter 

Stephanie, teen-aged sons 

Michael and David, and 

three little grandsons: 

Andrew, Christopher and 

last, but not least, Joshua.   

--Interested in attending the 

December 13th (Saturday) 

Christmas Musical at 2pm? 

Call ROSE 342-8254  or BEE  

at 358-8906 to join Active 

Christians Together (ACT) 

for this performance! 

THE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE awarded another Scholarship in the Fall Awards period making 

a total of five awards given this year. Of course it is because of all of you who have 

remembered the Scholarship Fund through your contributions over this past year. Our Annual 

Campaign will be in March but we thank all of you who also remember the Fund all year by 

celebrating your birthdays and anniversaries with a contribution towards sustaining our Fund. We know your 

support has touched the hearts of our recipients to know their Church family is behind them.  

Christmas Gift Suggestions:   

To your enemy, forgiveness.  

To an opponent, tolerance.  

To a friend, your heart.  

To a customer, service.  

To all, charity.  

To every child, a good example.  

To yourself, respect."  

    -Oren Arnold  



 

ChurchBeat                                                        Page 5                                December 2008  

An envelope speaks out ñan 

òafteró Christmas story  

Itôs just a small, white envelope stuck among the 

branches of our Christmas tree. No name, no identification, 

no inscription. It has peeked through the branches of our 

tree for the past 10 years or so. 

 It all began because my husband Mike hated Christ-

masðoh, not the true meaning of Christmas, but the com-

mercial aspects of itðoverspending, the frantic running 

around at the last minute to get a 

tie for Uncle Harry and the dust-

ing powder for Grandmasðthe 

gifts given in desperation because 

you couldnôt think of anything 

else. 

 Knowing he felt this way, I 

decided one year to bypass the 

usual shirts, sweaters, ties and so 

forth. I reached for something spe-

cial just for Mike. The inspiration 

came in an unusual way. 

 Our son Kevin, who was 12 

that year, was wrestling at the jun-

ior level at the school he attended; 

and shortly before Christmas, 

there was a non-league match 

against a team sponsored by an inner-city church, mostly 

black. These youngsters, dressed in sneakers so ragged that 

shoestrings seemed to be the only thing holding them to-

gether, presented a sharp contrast to our boys in their spiffy 

blue and gold uniforms and sparkling new wrestling shoes. 

 As the match began, I was alarmed to see that the other 

team was wrestling without headgear, a kind of light helmet 

designed to protect a wrestlerôs ears. It was a luxury the rag-

tag team obviously could not afford. 

 Well, we ended up walloping them. We took every 

weight class. And as each of their boys got up from the mat, 

he swaggered around in his tatters with false bravado, a kind 

of street pride that couldnôt acknowledge defeat. 

 Mike, seated beside me, shook his head sadly, ñI wish 

just one of them could have won,ò he said. ñThey have a lot 

of potential, but losing like this could take the heart right out 

of them.ò 

 Mike loved kids-all kids-and he knew them, having 

coached little league football, baseball and lacrosse. 

 Thatôs when the idea for his present came. That after-

noon, I went to a local sporting goods store and bought an 

assortment of wrestling headgear and shoes and sent them 

anonymously to the inner-city church. 

 On Christmas Eve, I placed the envelope on the tree, the 

note inside telling Mike what I had done and that this was his 

gift from me. His smile was the brightest thing about Christ-

mas that year and in succeeding years. 

 For each Christmas, I followed the traditionðone year 

sending a group of mentally handi-

capped youngsters to a hockey game, 

another year a check to a pair of elderly 

brothers whose home had burned to the 

ground the week before Christmas, and 

on and on. 

 The envelope became the highlight 

of our Christmas. It was always the last 

thing opened on Christmas morning and 

our children, ignoring their new toys, 

would stand with wide-eyed anticipation 

as their dad lifted the envelope from the 

tree to reveal its contents. As the chil-

dren grew, the toys gave way to more 

practical presents, but the envelope 

never lost its allure. 

 The story doesnôt end there. You 

see, we lost Mike last year due to dreaded cancer. When 

Christmas rolled around, I was still so wrapped in grief that 

I barely got the tree up. But Christmas Eve found me placing 

an envelope on the tree, and in the morning, it was joined by 

three more. Each of our children, unbeknownst to the others, 

had placed an envelope on the tree for their dad. 

 The tradition has grown and someday will expand even 

further with our grandchildren standing around the tree 

with wide-eyed anticipation waiting and watching their fa-

thers take down the envelope. Mikeôs spirit, like the Christ-

mas spirit, will always be with us. May we all remember 

Christ, who is the reason for the season, and the true Christ-

mas spirit this year and always.  

 -Author unknown  

 Contributed by Joyce VanZandt and Alice McElroy 
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UNITED METHODIST MENõS CORNERñ  
OMER QUESNEL, PRESIDENT; LEO MASUCCI, SECRETARY; JOHN HACKETT, T REASURER 

 

THE YOUTH ARE SELLING DISCOUNT 

CARDS FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES!  

 They sell for 

$10 each. You 

can get a 

variety of discounts at Subway, Living Word, Atlanta 

Bread Company, McDonalds, Play It Again Sports and 

many, many more! See any Youth member outside after 

Sunday services, Wednesday night at Discovery, or 

pick yours up in the Church office. Help support our 

YOUTH by buying yours today!  

   Saturday November 22nd, the United 

Methodist Men held one of their famous 

pancake breakfasts.  It was very well 

attended, with 93 people having a very 

good breakfast and fellowship.    They 

were served by Alva Howard, John 

Gray, Bryan Bruce, John Hackett, Bob 

Harper, Budd Sachs, Brandon White, 

Jim Winding and Leo Masucci. 

      Our next pancake breakfast will be 

January 10th from 8 am to 11 

am.  Breakfast is $5.00 and children 10 

and under eats free!  Please join us for a 

fun time and a good breakfast and help 

support our Mission projects! 


